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AVE you observed the frequent recurrence of 
H the same advertisements in The Sunday School 
Times? Readers must be finding it worth while to 
watch the advertising columns.. Are you securing 
each week your share of this special service ? 









Praiseful Prayers 
UT of the depths to thee my soul has cried, 
O Father, God! With tears I’ve sought thy face. 
From sin and woe thou art my Hiding Place ; 
As mothers comfort, thou dost comfort me. 


It is thy gracious will my griefs should be 


Cast on thy love who careth for thine own. 

My need is great, and daily at thy throne ~ 

For help and blessing do I make my plea. 

Lord, shall I ask and take, yet never praise, 
Seeking thee only in my pain and loss ? 

Joy let me bring as garland for the Cross, 
Singing before it songs of love-blessed days. 
Spirit of light, descend and teach me more 

Of happy, praiseful prayers that heavenward soar. 








Pray for General Feng 


China’s situation is serious and solemnizing. The 
Philadelphia Public Ledger publishes a wireless from 
Tokyo that “Moscow is making progress in its pro- 
gram to Sovietize China . . . moving toward the real- 
ization of a plan which even the best informed doubted 
it would undertake this year—a military advance in 
Manchuria. . . . Fifty military instructors of the Red 
Army have been accepted by Peking and Kiangsu.” 
A cablegram to The Sunday School Times from 
George T. B. Davis in Peking, September 18, reads, 
“Ask readers pray fervently Feng’s army for God’s 
glory.” The Toronto Globe and Chicago Tribune on 
that date published a Peking cablegram_ saying that 
General Wu Pei-fu had decided to send General Feng 
to the front; this explains Mr. Davis’ cablegram. The 
despatch continues: “The men [General Feng’s army] 
started moving this evening in large numbers. Each 
man carried full fighting equipment. The infantry 
was accompanied by machine guns, light field pieces, 
Red Cross detachments, and large quantities of sup- 
plies, indicating preparations for a long overland 
march. .. . The marching men frequently broke into 
song, chiefly Christian hymns, with words. written by 
General Feng himself.” The New York Evening Post 
published September 21 a cablegram from Peking pay- 
ing the highest tribute to the “flood fighting activities” 


conducted this summer. by the General, saying: “Feng’s 


soldiers are courteous, able, hard-working. . They sing 
as they toil. They help whoever needs help. Thiev- 
ing, cheating, petty or major banditry, are never in- 
dulged in by the men of the ‘Christian General’ — 
and this summer they have shown themselves capable 
of genuine battlefield heroism in time of peace.” When 
the floods were threatening, “General Feng promptly 


trotted — literally, for his men move on the run and 
not on the walk — several thousand soldiers out into 
the mud in short order and averted the danger by 
throwing up barricades of dirt, sandbags, and willows. 
For weeks they kept vigil, leaving only when wholly 
exhausted or injured. Feng has built up the finest 
body of soldiers in all China by a few simple rules. 
Many of the men are Christians.” Jet us praise God 
for this deserved recognition of true Christianity by 
the newspapers, and let us join our prayers for God’s 
own guidance and protection of this modern Cornelius 
and his army, 
Fat 


Unfeeling Faith 


Faith and feeling are opposites. Feeling may be 
a snare; faith never is. God asks us to believe him 
without any. feeling; he may, or he may not, give us 
certain feelings after we believe him, but we are to 
believe him anyway, just because he is, and because his 
Word is true. Commenting on the Scripture, “There- 
fore being justified by faith, we have peace with God, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ,” the Keswick Calendar 
quotes Dr..W: P. Mackay as saying: “I have had td 
do with many anxious inquirers, and I fin@ the great- 
est stumbling-block of all is this: They wish to be able 
to feel faith, Even the telephone cannot let us see 
a_sound; it*can let-us hear a sound. You might as 
well speak of hearing a sight as feeling faith. ‘Faith 
is the substance of ‘things hoped ‘for, the evidence of 
things not seen.’” Let us therefore turn forever away 
from our feelings, and face the precious Fact of Christ 
and the inviolable truthfulness ‘of God's Word. 

ya 
Joy “in All Vicissitudes”’ 

True joynever depends upon circumstances. It 
is tragic that ‘the millions in “the pursuit of happiness” 
are ‘chained to the impression that it does. e of 
the most delightful sermons of the late Dr.. Griffith 
Thomas dealt with “The Secret of Happiness.” He 
had learned it himself, as all who came in contact 
with his cheery personality realized. He liked to draw 
a distinction between “happiness” and “joy,” rather 
than to consider the words synonymous. “Happiness,” 
he once said,. “depends on what ‘happens,’ on the ‘hap’ 
of life, on circumstances.” But to be “always rejoic- 
ing,” as was the imprisoned Paul, was possible. 
In one of his last editorials in the Toronto Globe, 


_ the “hole” are worthless. 


which: he furnished every Wednesday, Dr. Thomas 
commented upon an article of Irving Bacheller in the 
American Magazine, entitled, “The Happiest Person 
I Ever Knew.” Mr. Bacheller reported that he had 
made the discovery that Mark Twain, who for years 
kept the English-reading World in gales of laughter, 
was “one of the most unhappy of mortals” in his own 
home. Of John Burroughs, the naturalist-philosopher : 
“In his look there was a note of unsatisfied curiosity ; 
in his face a look of sadness.” In the midst of his 
great abundance, Andrew Carnegie said he felt the 
need of something he could not buy. The only really 
happy person Mr. Bacheller ever discovered “was an 
old mountain woman who kept a_boarding-house in 
North Carolina,” with nine children of her own and 
more bequeathed her by impecunious relatives. The 
writer’s conclusion was that the secret of happiness 
was “home, children, love, faithfulness, and work.” 
“And yet,” he adds, “if one is to keep it through all 
vicissitudes he must have faith in. something greater 
than all the loves and joys of this world.” Dr. Thomas, 
seizing this fine conclusion as a text, went on to prove 
that constant joy “is bound up with a personal rela- 
tion to God in Christ.” 


= 
What the Shepherd Did 


Whatever Christ sets out to do he does completely. 
He is an. “uttermost” Saviour. The story is told of 
a Christian father: who told his little -boy of a lost 
lamb Bas it ree Bae a hole in we fence age pee 
craw! rough, g to get away pping- play- 
ing in the sunshine, until it” wandered sé far that it 
could not find its way. back. Then a wolf got on its 
track, chased it, but finally the Good Shepherd res- 
cued it and carried it safely. back to the fold. The 
little fellow listened intently until the lamb, wounded 
and bleeding, was safely in the fold, when. he ex- 
claimed, “Say, papa, did He nail up the hole in the 
fence?” That illustration is often used to show the 
importance of setting up safeguards to protect chil- 
dren and grown people from certain forms of sin. 
But it is_superficial to use the illustration in that way. 
Christ, the Good Shepherd, did indeed “nail up the 
in the fence,” but the nails went through his 
own hands and feet. All human attempts to “nail up 
Christ interposed with his 
own , and by his-death and resurrection he made 
it possible for little folks and grown folks, “whosoever 
will,” to get within the eternal fold of safety. 


Is Bible Reading Dangerous? 


MAN who had not looked into a Bible for 
twenty years found himself one evening in a 


New York hotel without literature, and his eye 


fell on a copy placed in the room by the New York 
Bible Society. He casually opened it, at the Book 
of Esther. He says that the story of “corrupt and 
sensual intrigues” shocked him,— perhaps in contrast 
with the driven snow of modern fiction! As he read 
on he was convinced that “these demoralizing tales” 
were a real peril, especially to the masses. And he 
published, in a magazine called The American Mer- 
cury, an article entitled “The Reflections of a Bible 
Reader.” It appeared last spring, as by “the. well- 
known poet” Mr. Ficke. It seems unthinkable that 
such an article could be seriously offered to the Amer- 
ican public; but such is the case. 
’ The Soviet Utopians are forbidding the Bible be- 
cause they esteem it an opiate, deadening the spirit 
of revolt. Mr. Ficke thinks of it as Indian hemp, 
inflaming imaginations. He fears lest its readers run 
amuck. He wonders if “the prosperous gentlemen who 
so eagerly subscribe great sums of money to Bible 
societies have fully appreciated the possible effect of 
impressing sanguinary tales on simple minds.” He 
pictures one such hiding in terror under his bed while 
on the surging streets outside a howling mob [of Bible 
readers!] batters at his door.” “We shall yet regret 
the day when we so recklessly urged an old world 
barbarism upon the ignorant and superstitious hordes 
who come to America.” ‘The reference is to the dis- 
tribution of Scriptures at Ellis Island. 

So, while magnanimously allowing that the “Bible 











should not be altogether suppressed,” he insists -that 
its reading should be “quietly discouraged” and that 
“the ingenuity of our intellectual leaders’ should be 
directed toward that end. 

“A few decades of intelfigent co-operation among 
educators, publicists, writers, and the clergy could 
greatly diminish its circulation and might happily re- 
sult in leaving it stranded in the backwaters of West- 
ern life. I would not prohibit the reading of the Bible, 
but I would bend every effort toward putting it into 
the same class as such ‘little read books as the Iliad 
and the Koran. It would be readily available for the 
scholar, but would not be likely to exert much per- 
nicious influence on the man in the street. The de- 
Cision to treat the Gospels in this manner was arrived 
at by a very wise religious organization a long time 
ago; one must -view with admiration the sagacity of 
the Catholic Church in its long effort to keep the Bible 
out of the hands of the laity.” 

Even the New Testament should be jettisoned, for 
it is unable to neutralize the harm which the Old 
Testament effects; and “the Bible as a whole cannot 
be regarded as anything but a vicious book. When one 
reads it with unprejudiced eyes one sees mirrored in 
it precisely the kind of events whose recital one de- 
plores when one sees them daily in the front pages 
of our worst class of newspapers.” 

Here is paradox to the nth power. “They called 
Paul Mercury because he was the chief speaker,” but 
the apostle declined the title. The young pagans of 
New York have now a mouthpiece; a Mercury to 
their liking, voluble if not weighty. Their “well- 
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known poet” has got as far as old Abner Kneeland of 
Boston, 1835, who after reading some plain-spoken 
Old Testament story to his little company of “in- 
fidels’ would melodramatically throw the repulsive 
volume across the stage in public disavowal. 

Is “a raging mob of Bible readers” conceivable? 
Is it not generally felt that that which saves the Eng- 
lish revolutionary movement from degenerating to “the 
red fool-fury of the Seine’ and its Moscow imita- 
tions is just the Biblical background of English edu- 
cation? The Bible has made the Hendersons and 
Clynes and MacDonalds as different from the Trot- 
skys and Tchitcherins as watch-dogs are from wolves. 
The Old Testament indeed stirred the Puritans to 
belligerency, but it was a belligerency which shed no 
warmer blood than that of stone saints on cathedral 
facades. It led the German Anabaptists to revolt 
against insufferable economic - and who 
shall not say that that was its glory rather than its 
shame! And even here there were as many “staft- 
men” as “swordmen,’”’ men who preferred passively 
to endure rather than forcibly to protest. The Bible 
is a book of peace even though it recounts battles, 
as it is a book of purity while picturing human frailty. 
The only socialist communities which have ever suc- 
ceeded are those of peace-loving Mennonites and kin- 
dred sects among whom the Bible has been honored, 
read, and followed. All others of a non-religious or 
anti-religious type have broken down in quarrels and 
bickerings and passed out of existence. 

That Bible-reading has stirred to mob outbreak is, 
and is likely to be, the last possible word of affront 
to the obvious. Yet equally absurd is the Bolshevist 
idea that it is a spiritual laudanum. On the contrary, 
it awakens people. It awakens individual consciences 
sunk in sin and spiritual lethargy; it awakens com- 
munities, nations, even continents. 

It is the merest commonplace to say that most of 
the languages of the earth Save been set and fixed in 
the mould of Biblical translation. It is the basis ‘of 
great literatures (the least of its glories), German 
as well as English. It is a noticeable fact that even 
to-day in Germany there is a marked difference in 
style between authors of Protestant (or Bible-reading) 
and Roman Catholic origin. “In the easy and fluent 
language of the former,” says Professor Dobschuetz, 
“we see the influence of Luther’s Bible, whereas the 
latter often shows a certain stiffness and provincial- 


ism.” And by creating written language it fixes cor- | 


porate national life. +a 

More. than that, its reading gives the essential spirit 
to nations. It is not because Exiglish and Scotch and 
‘Scandinavians are “Nordics” that they make desir- 
able immigrants, but because their minds atid” con- 
sciences have been shaped by the Bible. A writer in 
Il Messogiorno, of Naples, has recently said of Ital- 
‘fan immigration to America: “There are forces and 
motives which our mentality understands with diffi- 
culty, but which have no little weight with the deci- 
sions of the Great Republic. These are of a spiritual 
nature,” and he goes om’ to show how little desirable 
are ple bred without Biblical culture to nations 
which are. 

The Bible is the spring of mysticism and sanctifica- 
tion. No real saints are developed without its study. 
When you find in Romanism, for example, genuine 
saints in contradistinction to the morbid and baroque 
ones, men and women like Fénélon, Madame Guyon, 
Savonarola, Pascal, Pére Gratry, Henri Perreyve, you 
will invariably find them Bible readers. How many 
hundreds of millions down through the centuries have 
fed their inner life on the Scripture! In an old Ger- 
man Bible a great grandfather marked what touched 
the sin of his heart with black ink; what inspired him 
to good, in blue; what comforted him in sortow, in 
red; what promised him the grace of God ‘in eternity, 
in gold. Is there any other book in all human liter- 
ature which has been, or can be, used in this way? 

The Bible is an imperishable book. In 303 A. D. 
Diocletian, the autocrat of the whole known world, 
ordered all Bibles burnt. But Christians who sur- 
rendered them were cast out of church membership 
and never granted readmittance. To be ordained by 
a bishop suspected of having given up his church’s 
copy was considered a disgrace, and no ordination. 
Have the devotees of any literature or any philosophy 
ever shown the devotion of these early Christians who, 
defying the decree and gathering for Bible reading, 
were carried out to most terrible tortures? “Have they 
for any book of any sort, character,-or purpose ever 
given up home and property as the Waldensian Humili 
and the English Lollards, facing stake and dungeon 
for its colportage? The modern world rests on the 
Bible which these people saved from its medieval 
enemy. Without it we should all be under the yoke 
of Rome as tens of millions still are. The hostile 
modern world has indeed put it through a critical 
furnace heated seven times, subjected it to a scrutiny 
of ingenuity and hate such as no other book has ever 
encountered, yet it can still say in the words of the 
old Huguenot motto, 


Plus a me frapper on s’amuse, 
Tant plus de marteaux on y use 


(The more with striking me, themselves they amuse, 
The any sledge hammers with their blows they'll 
lose). 


There are wits who offer to make puns on any 
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word, poets who will rhyme any: syllable. Also soph- 
ists who are proud to take the cudgelis in defense of 
any ty te et statement. Is Mr. Ficke one of 
these: erhaps; and yet one would prefer to think 
of him as fending an uneasy conscience rather than 
merely playing the contortionist in Paradox Circus. 
Perhaps he read more than he tells, that’ night in the 
quiet room. Perhaps in turning the pages he may 
have seen the name of Christ and become interested 
in Christ’s gracious ministries and Christ’s gracious 
words. He may have become coiscious of a gentle 
cotnpulsion, curiously new; have felt the strange pene- 





o : 
Church Recreation Halls 
The amusement question is looming up in my church. 

- The ultimate aim is a recreation hall. I would be pro- 
foundly grateful for your testimony as to the useful- 
ness of such places in the church, and for mention of 
any book that gives the matter thorough treatment 
on its merits——A Connecticut Pastor. 


Here is a question concerning which the experience 
of a sound, consecrated, soul-winning pastor is of 
value. Such a pastor is the Rev. Warren R. Ward, of 
the Westminster-Greenway Presbyterian Church, Phil- 
adelphia, who is an intimate friend of The Sunday 
School Times’ editorial staff and whose services as an 
unofficial “consulting editor” have frequently been valu- 
able. Mr. Ward was asked to reply to this inquirer, 
and he did so in the following letter: 


“Your recent letter to The Sunday School Times 
has been referred to me for reply because I am in 
close touch with the Times and I have a recreation 
hall in my church. They have asked me to express 
my convictions along this line and describe our work. 
. “In my judgment you are facing one of the most 
difficult. problems of the Church to-day. The ques- 
tion is ‘looming up’ in every community and in almost 
every church. And the most alarming feature of the 
situation is the fact that usually: the men who are 
pushing the question before the church are not vitally 
interested in the distinctly.spiritual work of the ‘Church. 


For this reason it is an exceedingly dangerous under-: 


taking for most churches. ee 
“We have:such a hall. in. our church, I,believe in 
such work with all my~heart. I believe that -the 


Church should provide entertainment for young -and 


old along all legitimate lines — physical, mental, and 
spiritual, Christ and Christianity takes the whole 
man into account, and I think the program of. the 
Church should do as ‘much. I believe it has been 
one of the greatest weaknesses of the Church to pro- 
vide for the spiritual side of life and leave it to ‘the 


- world, the flesh, and the devil’ to. provide for the 
, physical, and the like. The Devil has robbed us of 


millions of our young people because we so neglect 
the ‘social’ side of their lives that he is able to per- 
suade them that we ‘do not understand them.’ All 
young ple have a certain amount of ‘steam’ to 
blow off somewhere. No normal young person will be 
content to sit down and study the Bible and pray all 


the time. ‘There is a time to play,’ and we must pro- 


vide for such expression in our young people. 

“I believe that the Church can handle this ques- 
tion properly, but it-is one of the most difficult. The 
first problem is to get a united mind among the officers. 
The leaders of the Church must be united in the pro- 
found conviction that this as well as all other features 
of church life-must be secondary, and must contribute 
to the spiritual. I am free to confess that, while I 


have had some sort of a ‘social hall’ during practically 


all of my seventeen years of ministry in three churches, 
I can think of only two or three young people that 
have come ‘to know Christ directly as a result of the 
social activities of my work. On the other hand, 
I am convinced that I have been able to win hun- 
dreds of young people to Christ and the Church be- 
cause I have joined them in their social and athletic 
life ‘and provided a place for the expression of this 
side of their nature. It is not uncommon for my 
young ple to say, ‘He is humau; he understands 
us’; and their minds and hearts are always open to me. 

“But the great question is ‘How to do it?’ I have 
never had what I could say was an ideal condition. 
The greatest problem is proper leadership. In my 
early ministry gee able to give more of my own time 
to this part of the work. Recently I have been com- 

lied to delegate this task to others. What is needed 
is workers who share my own ideas and ideals. 

“In our church this work (as all others) is di- 
rectly. under control of the Session and all workers 
are selected by us. We allow no dancing, or smoking. 
The young people understand that this is an absolute 
law, and they have never broken over. On one oc- 
casion we had an old piano in the social hall and a 
delegation came to me and asked that it be removed 
because ‘somebody is sure to start some dance music 
and the temptation is too strorig for some of ‘the 
crowd; and we don’t want to get in bad.’ The piano 
was removed (they ‘removed it themselves), and we 
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trating power of eyes unseen but very real. How natu- 
ral that uneasiness should try to justify itself in-the 
customary way. At the bottom of unbelief is far 
more often an inner conflict than an intellectual dif- 
ficulty. 


The Bible is no Koran or Mahabharata. It is a 


frame in which is set the face of the Saviour ofthe 


world. “The words that I speak unto you, they .are 
spirit and they are life.” Would that Mr. Ficke might 
enter into an apprehension of the truth of these words 
= at that life which as the apostle says, “is life 
in ee ” — 





have never had any suggestion of trouble along that 
line since. 

“The work is confined almost entirely to basket ball, 
boy scout work, and the like. Other ~features have 
been introduced, but the boys do not care for them 
to any great extent. 

“All who participate in the use of the hall must 
be members in good standing in the church, Sunday- 
school, or Christian Endeavor Society, and attend at 
least half the services. We have made exception in 
case a boy attends another Protestant church or Sun- 


day-school regularly. In their desire to win games 


they will try to ‘ring in’ all sorts of outsiders, but a 
little careful watching along this line will soon put 
a stop to 1t. 

_ “We never allow the hall to be open when a relig- 
lous service is going on which the young people should 
attend. It is not open Wednesday nights, Saturday 
nights, or on Friday nights when preparatory services 
are held. During the weeks of prayer, and the like, the 
place is not open at all. - 

“In other words, everybody about the place under- 
stands that this work is secondary and subordinate, and 
we will not allow it to interfere with the spiritual life 
of the church. Yet it is recognized as an important 
part of our church life, and the young people know 
that I_will fight for them and their rights if nec- 
essary. ae 

“T have expressed my own point of view and have 
tried to tell you how we do it.. I am. not advising you 


: to undertake it... Sometimes I wish I could get dway 


from it ‘because of its dangers; but,1 feel that it-must 
be provided.” 

’ A book that may be found useful is “The Sunday 
School Between: Sundays,” by E. C. Knapp (Revell 


Co., New York, $1.25). 


= 
More Sound Bible Schools 


We are very much disappointed in not seeing our 
name in the list of the Bible institutes that are sound, 
on page 464 of The Sunday School Times of August 2. 

We are a new school, and as solid and sound as “the 
Rock of Ages.” - Our statement of doctrinal: belief Was 
passed on by you. We trust that you may see fit to 
adjust this oversight. 


- This earnest letter is from the Rev. Melvin G. 
Morris, President of the Peninsular Bible Institute 
of Greensboro, Maryland. The Sunday School Times 
gladly corrects any misapprehension that may have oc- 
curred through the unintentional omission of this 
school from its list of “Bible Institutes that Are 
Sound” published in the annual Christian’ Education 
Number of August 2, 1924. 

Two score or more of institutions were included in 
that list. It is exceedingly difficult to make any such 
list entirely comprehensive, as unintentional omissions, 
in a continent as vast as North America, are almost 
certain to occur. But The Sunday School Times is 
desirous of securing information that is just as com- 
plete as Sem and will welcome letters from others 
giving additional names that should be recognized. An- 
other error occurred in the published list, when the ad- 
dress of the “Practical Bible Training School” was 
given as Bible School Park, New York City. This 
well-known and sound institution is not in New. York 
City, but is in Bible School Park, New York, being 
near Johnson City and Binghamton. 

And the Hephzibah House Bible School of New 
York City, the new address of which is 51 West 
Seventy-fifth Street, should also have been included. 
The late Mrs. Cortlandt de Peyster Field was at the 
head of this blessed ministry for more than twenty- 
five years, and since her death the work is carried on, 
by_her appointment, by Miss Mary C. S. May. 

It should also be explained that the published list 
of Bible Institutes was not intended to. go into the 
field of Theological Seminaries, of which there are a 
considerable number doing trustworthy work. 


The Sunday School Times’ books perpetuate the 
weekly message. Your bookseller will be glad to 


show them to you, or a@ catalogue will be sent on 
request. 
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Momentous events which will precede “ 


The Great Tribulation and After 


the dispensation of the fulness of time” 











By John F. Carson, D.D. 














present the church to the end of the Christian 

Dispensation. The end of that Dispensation is 
marked ‘by the Coming of Christ for his Church. 
And thus the fourth chapter of the Revelation opens: 
“After this”; that is, after the end of the Church 
Age, “I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in 
heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as it~ 
were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up 
hither, and I will shew thee things which must be 
hereafter.” 

This marks the fulfilment of Paul’s word: “For the 
Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump 
of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever: be with the 
Lord” (1 Thess. 4:16, 17). 

This is the order of events: Christ comes to re- 
ceive the completed church; the dead in Christ rise, 
not Christian saints only, but the bodies of all the 
saved of every dispensation are included in the first 
resurrection; living saints-are changed; the risen and 
the changed are caught up in clouds, clouds over Asia, 
over Europe, over Africa, over America, over every- 
where that the saved of God may be, caught up to. meet 
the Lord in the air, and so be forever with the Lord. 

The church having been taken up into the ineffable 
glory to meet the Lord, the earth is left without the 
redeemed, whom Christ called the salt of the earth, 
the light of the world. When the redeemed depart 
from the earth the Holy Spirit, who dwells in them, 


Tee second and third chapters of the Revelation 


. removes from the earth. Paul refers to this in 2 


Thessalonians 2:7,—“For the mystery of iniquity 
doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, 
until he be taken out of the way.” - . 

In a note in the Scofield Reference Bible, comment- 
ing on 2 Thessalonians 2:3, Dr. Scofield clearly pre- 
sents the order of events: (1) The working of the 
mystery of lawlessness under divine restraint. (2) 
The apostasy of the professing church. (3) The re- 
moval of that which restrains the mystery of lawless- 
ness. (4) The manifestation of the lawless one. (5) 
The day of Jehovah. (6) The coming of Christ in 
glory and the destruction of the lawless one. 

There “are two appearings of Christ denominated as 
his second Coming. The first is his appearing for the 
church, the “Parousia,” or the “rapture”; and sec- 
ond, his “coming in glory,” the “Epiphaneia,” to es- 
tablish the kingdom. 


The Time of Jacob’s Trouble 


When the redeemed have departed to be with Christ 
the forces of evil ,in the earth will be unrestrained. 
Paul says, “Then shall that Wicked be revealed” (2 
Thess. 2:8). This marks the beginning of the great 
tribulation of which Jesus spoke. “For there shall be 
great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning 
of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be” (Matt. 
24:21). The story of the tribulation is presented in 
fulness in fourteen chapters of the Revelation, from 
the fifth to the nineteenth. 

The period of the tribulation will cover seven years. 
The “prince that shall come” (Dan. 9:26), will enter 
into covenant with Israel to restore their temple serv- 
ice and rehabilitate their nation.. This covenant is to 
run for seven years. During the first half of these 
seven years Israel will have peace. Their temple wor- 
ship will be restored in Jerusalem. But at the end of 
three years and a half the “prince” will violate his 
covenant (Dan. 9:27). The Antichrist, , ‘the beast 
out of the earth” (Rev. 13:11), will show himself 
in the temple and demand that the Jews worship him 
as God. This is referred to in the words of Jesus: 
“When ye therefore shall see the abomination of deso- 
lation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the 
holy . place, (whoso readeth, let him understand,)” 
(Matt. 24:15). Paul is very explicit in his reference 
to this event: “the son of perdition; who opposeth and 
exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that 
is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple 
of God, shewing himself that he is God” (2 Thess. 


> 3, 4)- 

This will be “the abomination of desolation,” to 
which Christ refers. The persecution thus inaugurated 
will run its awful course for three and a half years. 
This will be Satan’s. day. Through all the ages he 
had worked for it, but his malign activities had been 
under restraint, his plans often thwarted, his power 
circumscribed. Now his day has come, he has a free 
hand and the results of his dominance will be every- 
where. What are these results? Vice and crime 
clutch the throat of righteousness and truth; sin is 
unchecked; wickedness is dominant; gaunt famine and 
destroying pestilence are abroad; lawlessness is ram- 
pant, everywhere people are in revolt, not against 
kings and government only, but against conditions. 


J 


A well-known Christian speaker and teacher not 
long ago was studying and meditating preparatory 
to giving a message on our Lord’s return. He had 
spoken on that subject many times before, but 
this time, as he meditated, the question came to 
him, “Do I really want the Lord Jesus Christ to 
return just now?” Instantly he thought of sev- 
eral things, right and good enough in themselves, 
which he wanted to accomplish before Christ came 
back, and there came the realization that unless 
he wanted Christ to come that very moment he 
was not really longing for his return in the way 
that Christ expected him to. 


It is concerning the events of the second coming 
and those immediately preceding and following it 
that Dr. Carson has written in this fifth and last 
of his series on the Revelation. As one realizes 
afresh the blessedness of the righteous reign which 
Christ will inaugurate when he comes again, do not 
all our plans and efforts sink into the background 
as we long to make reply to the question which 
came to the speaker with the answer which the 
apostle John gave, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus”? 








While this tribulation will involve the whole habit- 
able world, it is spoken of’ in Scripture as distinctively 
the time of “Jacob’s trouble.” “Alas! for that day is 
great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of 
Jacob’s trouble; but he shall be saved out of it” (Jer. 
30:7). The church, having been taken up to be with 
the Lord, will escape the persecution and evil of this 
time. “Because thou hast kept the word of my pa- 
tience, I also will keep thee from the hour of tempta- 
tion, which shall come upon all the world, to try them 
that dwell upon the earth” (Rev. 3:10). The Jews, 
remaining on the earth, will be the special objects of 
Satan’s attacks. But all who do not fall down and 
bs the Antichrist will be delivered (Rev. 7: 
3-14). 

Then Christ will come in glory. Amen. This com- 
ing of our Lord is described by Jesus himself in Mat- 
thew 24:20, 30, and is graphically presented in the 
Revelation 19: 11-16. 

_At the appearing of our Lord, Satan will marshal 
his forces and the great battle, Har-Mageddon, will 
be fought. The gathering together of the warring 
forces at Armageddon will be accomplished by the 
be a of malignant demons. The Revelation 16: 
13-16, 


In this titanic- struggle human history will reach 


its war crisis. The judgment of Jehovah will be 
visited upon the earth. The administration of this 
judgment will be in the hands of Jesus, the hands that 
were pierced for the world’s redemption. He sought 
to woo men by every plea of love. But the world 
refused his appeal, lifted up its forces against him, 
would not have him to rule over it and judgment 
must be poured out, heaven’s answer to earth’s de- 


fiant challenge. During this period of judgment mercy’ 


will be extended to those who will repent and sue for 
pardon. Vast numbers will be saved and all heaven 
will rejoice (Rev. 7: 9-17). 

The Beast and the False Prophet rally their forces 
and precipitate the great contest at Armageddon. The 
forces engaged on both sides will be so tremendous 
that the battle cannot be a drawn one. What forces 
will be engaged in the conflict? 


The Personnel of the Opposing Forces 


Forces of organization. It will not be a battle o 
armies, but of races and nations under the control of 
Satan. Forces of wickedness. The oppressors and 
foes of mankind, by whatever name they may be called, 
will gather with venom and desperation to contend 
against righteousness and God. Forces demoniacal. 
Not only those that can be seen, but also “spirits of 


devils,” intangible forces, without corporeity. The 
leader of all these forces will be the Beast and -the ° 


False Prophet. Never mind who they -will be. -The 

names are suggestive enough. Forces of. evil ani- 

mated and guided by Satan, the commander-in-chief. 
Forces on the other side. The eternal economy of 


God. The mighty forces of the universe, thunders - 


peal, lightnings flash, omnipotent forces, vast and awe- 
inspiring. The angelic beings, the glorious spirits 
‘around the throne, cherubim, seraphim, hosts, light- 
ning-winged, rainbow-girdled, fire-footed. The- re- 
deemed of God, the glorious immortals —all sweep 
into the great Armageddon when the King appears 
with all his saints to resist and destroy-the powers. of 
evil, Then, when all the earth and all constellations 
and all galaxies and all the universe are watching, will 
God hurl down the satanic force with a violence that 
will persuade five hundred eternities that rebellion 
against God must perish. 


The Beast and the Fa!se Prophet will be taken and - 


cast alive into the lake of fire. This is Hell, never 
before opened, and into it the Beast and the False 
Prophet will be the first to go. Their followers will 
pass under the review of a more deliberate assize; 
judgment will be pronounced by Jesus Christ (Matt. 
25: 31-46). Satan himself will be bound with a great 
chain, cast into “the bottomless pit,” and there kept 
during. the thousand years of the Messianic reign. 

This reign of Christ on earth, covering a thousand 
ver will begin after the judgment of the nations. 

he redeemed will reign with Christ. The whole earth 
will respond to the presence of the Lord of glory; all 
the hosts of the heavens will praise him, and sun and 
moon and stars of light, and the far-echoing voices of 
a great multitude will be heard saying, “Hallelujah! 
— and glory and honor and power unto our 

re) no 

At the end of the Millennium Satan shall be loosed 
out of his prison (Rev. 20:7), shall go out to deceive 
the nations, and the great battle of Gog and Magog 
shall be fought. Fire, coming down from God out of 
heaven, shall devour them, and Satan shall be cast 
into the lake of fire, into which the Beast and the False 
Prophet, his companions, had been cast. “How art 
thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morn- 
ing! Cast out of thy grave like an abominable branch, 
as a carcass trodden under feet.” 

The judgment of the great White Throne, before 
which only the unsaved shall appear, shall announce 
the doom of all who rejected the Christ. The re- 
deemed shall be with Christ at the time of the great 
White: Throne —this will be the only time whey all 
creatures, saved and unsaved, will appear in the pres- 
ence of Christ. Then shall be his supreme vindica- 
tion and exaltation, when every knee shall bow, of 
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under 
the earth, and every. tongue confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. From his 
presence on that great White Throne the earth and 
the heavens shall pass away, unable to bear the splen- 
dor of his eternal purity, and in their place shall come 
a new heaven and a new earth wherein dwelleth right- 
eousness. 

This will mark the beginning of “the dispensation 
of the fulness of time” (Eph. 1:10). Then cometh 
the end, when Christ. shall deliver up the Kingdom to 
yay oe and the eternal’ purpose of God shall be 

u . 
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(With apologies to Kipling) 
By Grace Reynolds 


Editor's Note.— Miss Reynolds is a student at Wheaton 
College, Wheaton, Ill., and these remarkable lines were 
written before she entered college, while a student in the 
Northwestern Bible School of Minneapolis. They were 
published in the Annual of that school, ‘ The Pilot.’’ and 
later in “‘School. and Church,’’ the magazine edited by 
Dr. W. B. Riley. They are now given to rerders of The 
Sunday School Times as a memorable expression of New 
Testament truth and challenge to the living of the miracu- 
lous Christian life. 
F YOU can trust when every one about you 
Is doubting Him, proclaiming Him untrue, 
If you can hope in Christ tho’ al) forsake you 
And say ’tis not the thing for you to do; 
If you can wait on God, nor wish to hurry, 
Or, being greatly used, keep humble still, 
Or if you’re tested, cater not to worry 
And yet remain within His sovereign will ; 
If you can say ’tis well when sorrow greets you 
And death has taken those you hold:most dear, 
If you can smile when adverse trials meet you 
. And be content e’en tho’ your lot be drear; 
If you can be reviled and never murmur, 
Or being tempted not give way to sin; 
if you can fight for right and stand the firmer, 
_ Or lose the battle when: you ought to win ; 
If you can really long: for His appearing, 
And therefore set your heart on things above; 
If you can speak for Christ ‘in spite of sneering, 
Or to the most unlovely one show love ; 
If you can hear che call of. God to ‘labor, 
And answer “Yes” in yieldédness and trust,: 
And go to tell the story of the Saviour 
‘To souls in darkness o’er the desert’s dust; 
If you can pray-when Satan's darts are strongest 
And take the road-of faith instead-of sight, 
Or walk with God, e’en’tho’ His way be longest, 
And swerve not to the left hand nor the right* 
If you desire Himself alone-to fill yqu, 
For Him alone you care to live and be, 
Then "tis not -you,.but Christ who dwelleth in you, 
And that, O child of God, is Victory! 
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HE Baptist Tabernacle on the Ginza (the 
Broadway of Ney 14 was partially wrecked in 
the earthquake. r. Axling, the pastor, had 
always thought of the Shinto priest whose shrine was 
a close neighbor as competitor if not opponent; yet 
shortly after the crash this priest et with twen- 
ty-four of his followers and volunteered to clear 
the débris from the Tabernacle lot. These young 
men had been stripped by the disaster of all they pos- 
sessed, yet they spent days,— unpaid ones, — in this 
disagreeable and exhausting task. “Stating that 
Shintoism was impotent in an emergency of this kind,” 
writes Mr. Axling, “the priest for two whole months 
reported every morning for service under our leader- 


ship. 

“Another neighbor, a non-Christian physician, who 
had watched our work through the year, volunteered 
his sefvices also. With his help we opened a free 
dispensary, turned the gallery of our auditorium into 
an emergency hospital with ye beds, and built an 
operating room — the first and only operating room in 
our section for many months. is feature of our 
work has cared for 22,041 calls and cases since Sep- 
tember.” 

When Mr. Axling’s little stock of funds ran out 
a messenger appeared with a special gift of eight 
hundred yen from the treasury of the Imperial fam- 
ily. With this the building was. partitioned to pro- 
vide lodging for fifty-two families. Then the Jap- 
anese government made of the tabernacle a distribut- 
ing center for relief superset turning over to the 
workers fifteen thousand dollars’ worth of food and 
clothing, and the city government, following this lead, 
arranged that the milk distribution for half the chil- 
dren of the. ward should be from this point. Free 
kindergarten and day nursery, with hot meals, were 
set a-going for the homeless little ones, At Christ- 
mas twenty-five hundred Scripture portions and.as many 
Christian magazines were put in their hands... Special 
evangelistic meetings have also been held, and the first 
of the sixty-three accepting Christ was the volunteer 
doctor of the dispensary. +4 

So appreciative are the Japanese of Mr. Axling’s 
ministries that twenty men of prominence under the 
leadership of Prince Tokugawa, president of the House 
of Peers, and Viscount Shibusawa, have contributed 
$15,000 toward rebuilding. To this the Home De- 
partment of the government has added $25,000. The 
city of Tokyo has offered lumber, building expenses, 
and a six-months’ budget for a branch in a poor quar- 
ter of the city. 


Christ and French Seamen.—Almost the last place 
where one would expect .a spiritual awakening would 
be among the seamen of the French Atlantic liners, 
yet it is just here that one is proceeding.. A young 

rench sailor was converted some time ago in the 
Cremorne Mission, New York, and felt the call to 

_ hand on the good news to his comrades on the trans- 

atlantic steamers. After much prayer it was decided 
by the members of the French evangelical church in 
Hew York to- hold meetings in the open air on the 
pier of the French line. 

This was in June, 1923. From the outset the bless- 
ing of God has been on this testimony. These. men 
of rough life, largely Roman Catholics, have been 
under the Spirit’s influence and have listened with 
deference. A mission for seamen in port has been 
opened in the basement of the French church. At 
times there have been as many as a hundred present; 
at others but a few, yet the report is that “hundreds 
have given themselves to our blessed Lord and have 
gone back to their native land and families new crea- 
tures in Christ.” There are now plans for a mission 
to seamen in Havre, the French port of the Compagnie 
Transatlantique. 


Among other indications of springtime in the re- 
ligious life of Germany is the growth of the Girls’ 
Bible Circles (Maedchenbibelkreise). Their last tri- 
ennial conference was held in Héxter (Westphalia), 
whither over fourteen hundred delegates foregathered. 
At the conference of 1921 the number was five hun- 
dred!’ These girls are from educated families in all 
parts of Germany, German Switzerland, and Austria. 
The quiet earnestness’ of the meetings was notable 
in this our overwrought time, — no pageantry, no mus- 
ical performances, no phrase-making, no “idealistic” 
digressions after the manner of the “Youth Move- 
ment,” but earnest Bible study.and Bible exposition. At 
home these Bible circles gather weekly for prayer 
and Bible study and look to the Lord Jesus Christ 
for leadership. “The mainspring of the movement is 
prayer. The organization has since its last gather- 
ing grown not only in numbers but in spiritual power, 
and this in face of great distrust and hostility. Peo- 
ple cannot understand how these young girls should 


break away from all older organizations and .in -inde- 
pendence follow their own goal.” as, Re a, 4 

This year’s conference was marked by expansion in 
two directions. “The king’s business requires haste” 
was the watchword which fed a number to pledge their 
lives to deaconess work. The great mother-houses are 
ever on the lookout for such recruits,—girls not 
merely of culture but of Biblical piety. Then here, 
as ever when the Bible is honored and followed, mis- 
sions came to the front. For the first time in their 
history: the Girls’ Bible Circles concluded to send out 
foreign missionaries. Two volunteers were set apart 
for China and sixteen hundred gold marks collected 
at the session. : 

The reporter in a German exchange describes this 
movement as “a part, —a noble part, of the awakening 
life of faith in God’s church, a proof that the Lord 
of the church lives and is making all things new. He 
holds the Girls’ Bible Circles to the heights they have 
reached and leads them still higher® Its heights are 
its humility!” 


_The Evangelical Movement in Russia.—A “Mis- 
sion evangélique de Russie” has been founded in the 
Protestant theological- school at Montpellier in the 
south of France, and M. and Mme. 
preparing to go out under its auspices. Its circular 
calls attention to the fact that the revival is breaking 
out in all parts of the old Russian empire, —the 
Ukraine, Siberia, Poland, among the Great Russians, 
in Bessarabia, Lithuania, Central Asia, Lettonia. The 
Jews, too, are stirring and “an evangelist advertisin 
a meeting for Russians was surprised to find his hall 
packed with Jews when -he arrived. Facts of this 
sort are common.” Tuesday at 9 P. M. is the hour 
when all the friends of the new French mission unite 
in special prayer for Russia, °°": : 

Mr. J: Kroeker, the chairman ‘of: the German: ‘Mis- 


‘sion to Peoples of. Eastern Europe, writes, that. “when 


an evangelist is sent for some weeks into int sRior 
Russia it often happens that he does not return. e 





at 9 





Cutting at the Roots 
of _Darwinism 





The Allgemeine Evangelisch Luthertscne 
Kirchenzeitung reports this utterance of the 
Berlin University professor of anatomy, Dr. 
Fick, to his students: ‘ You must, of course, 
be quite clear in realizing that there are no 
facts at the base of the evolutionary theory. 
It is pure theory, though one which has 
worked fruitfully on science. In no case 
should it be erected into a dogma.” 











revival follows another, the wave is ever greater, cov- 
ering ever more numerous villages. Finally the ab- 
sent brother writes, ‘I cannot get back. I am literally 
held here by the movement. Hunger and thirst after 
the Word are so great that I cannot possibly leave 
the work to itself. In many places the gatherings con- 
tinue until early morning. Those attending will not 
let me go, but with tears beg me to continue exposi- 
tion of the Scriptures.’ ” 


Brief Notes from Abroad.—The Rev. Oskar Burg- 
mayr, formerly a Roman Catholic, now pastor of a 
Baptist church in Munich, reports favorable turnings 
in Bavaria. In 1902, it being forbidden Baptists to 
open work, they evaded the prohibition by carrying on 
temperance work of a distinctly Christian character. 
Restrictions have now all disappeared. In a recent 
mission a tent holding twenty-seven hundred people 
was crowded every night, many coming an hour before 
opening in order to obtain seats. . . . Lieutenant 
Twomey, an officer of the British navy and converted 
Irish Catholic, was one of the speakers at the last 
annual meeting of the Irish Church Mission. He 
was nearly thirty years old before he read a word of 
the Bible. Now he is active teaching Romanists in 
the navy, army, and air force of the Living Christ. 
“Men and boys are asking for more literature.” At 
this meeting Lieutenant Twomey described the joy 
which came to him when he finally got free of the 
superstition and bigotry in which he had been reared. 
Another recent convert to Christ in Ireland, J. J. M., 
is a member of the Cumman-nan-Gael, a public speaker 
in Gaelic and organizer for the Irish language move- 
ment. He came under the power of the Gospel through 


s 


Ducommon are. 





an Irish-speaking Scripture reader... . On March 23 
thirteen days were dropped out of the Greek calendar, 
bringing it into conformity with that of the Western 
churches, The same change is marked for the church 
of Russia, Rumania, Bulgaria, and Servia. This is 
the first of other reforms which are coming. The 
late Rev. Markos Tsaktanis of Athens founded a 
paper dedicated to reform and entitled “The New Cre- 
ation.” Its motto is “Behold, I make all things new.” 
A recent number contains a vivid exposition of “My 
yoke is easy, and my burden light’ a paper on 
“Prayer,” by a missionary priest, Father Papadopoulos, 
one on “The Means of Salvation,” by Brother Am- 
brose, another on “The New Man,”. by Professor 
Pallis, brief notes on the religious foundations of the 
state by a lawyer, Mr. Dallos, and translations from 
the English. . . . Eric Liddell, who won the four-hun- 
dred-meter race in the Olympic Games, also won the 
respect of all whose respect is worth having by his 


refusal to take part in Sunday contests, This king . 


of the athletic world is a Bachelor of Science of the 
University of Edinburgh, son of a missionary in 
China, and himself to be a missionary. The rd 
Prevost of Edinburgh in the presence of a large and 
distinguished company presented him with gold watch 
and. chain from the City Fathers, with significant 
allusion to his “sterling devotion to principle which 
has inspired us_ all with the greatest esteem and re- 
spect.” Mr, Liddell was also given a complimentary din- 


ner 4 $= hundred leading citizens of the Scotch metrop- . 


olis, Lord Sands presiding, “as a tribute to his devo- 
tion to principle in upholding the Christian Sabbath.” . . , 

reviva been going on for some time in Ost- 
friesland, the northwest coast country of Germany. 
It hds spread in+the state church as well as through 
the Gemeinschaft, or Alliance, circles. A ‘speakér at 


the Gnadau Conference reported that former Modern-* 


jst pastors have. become revival’ preachers, “often 
humbler. and’ more: devoted thari we ~Alliarice 
pastors.” .-... TF German Socialist 
against “comrades” -who allow their children to at- 
tend religious instruction in German public ‘schools, 
— with little result. ‘The majority’ of parents have 
them: attend, and: even children of communists ‘are 
frequently not withdrawn. The teaching given is in 
hymns and Scripture. ... A little message to thé Evan- 
gelicals of Rome appears in J1 Testimonio, in which 
the writer, Mr. Landi, urges his brethren not to imi- 
tate the funeral customs and sentiments of those about 
them. He has noticed too often unhappy inscriptions, 
such as “Torn from us forever,” “With bleeding heart,” 
“Tern from the love of parents,” and the like, and 
sometimes even candles and crucifixes upon graves. 
“It seems to me,” he continues, “that the evangelical 
cemetery ought to keep its own physiognomy and not 
to assimilate itself to the dark and hopeless atmos- 
phere of others. In the inscriptions on the tembs one 
should place words of faith and hope drawn from the 
Scripture. Jesus said, “Let not your heart be trou- 
bled.” We should not be sorrowful as others who 
have no hope. ... The eightieth birthday of Profes- 
sor Navi the University of Geneva has just been 
observed with an address signed by many Swiss savants 
and otherwise. This great Egyptologist, one of the 
most determined defenders of the historicity of the 
Old Testament and especially of Deuteronomy, has 
lately written: “The coming generation will probably 
see great things, and the Word of God will gloriously 
triumph over the attacks of the critics,” 


The Treatise to Theophilus (T. L. Aborn, B.D., 
B.Sc., Morehouse Publishing Co., Milwaukee, $6) at- 
pone to show the purposes and construction of the 
book of Luke. The evangelist is seen all through his 
Gospel to be documenting the facts narrated with 
names and other data in the Palestine of his day in 
such a way that Theophilus could easily prove them 
on application to the persons named. It was written 
for “certainty in those things.” The opening scenes 
of the strange drama are full of these allusions to _wit- 
nesses,—to Zacharias whose name was in the list of 
priests that (each once in a life time) burnt incense in 
the Holy Place and this time strangely failed to give 
the usual blessing (a fact also presumably recorded in 
the temple records) ; to Mary who pondered all these 
things in her heart, ready in later life to witness to 
them, and whose Magnificat written down a few days 
after the annunciation is here entered as certified evi- 
dence; to the Roman census recording the birth of 
Christ. And so through the whole book with remark= 
able clearness, = 
The circumstances of the end are documented with 
especial care. The Sanhedrin is mentioned and The- 
ophilus could by application to it verify Luke’s story 
from shorthand reporters who took notes of evidence 
presented to it. Here he would find the recorded vote 
of Christ’s death sentence for having declared himself 
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Lesson for October 19 
Mark 4: 1-20 


Son of God. Before Pilate he is identified as the man 
who claimed to be Christ the king; before Herod as 
the well-known worker of miracles. He was never 
lost sight of until he was dead and buried. Sentenced 
to death he was traced from Pilate to Calvary and 
identified upon the cross; his death attested and his 
burial vouched for. Simon of Cyrene’s name is given 
as witness that it was Jesus who was brought to the 
cross; Joseph of Arimathea’s that he had obtained 
from Pilate the death attest; the centurion that Jesus 
was absolutely dead. No Roman official would dare 
to affirm this contrary to fact. His life would have 
been forfeited for allowing a condemned prisoner to 
escape. 


The Inscrutabilities of Criticism.—The Penta- 
teuchal criticism which has hypnotized theologians for 
two generations seems to be cracking at vital points. 
Mention has been made here of Eissfeldt’s book which 
pretends to lay bare a wholly new source, L, hitherto 
unsuspected, in the Pentateuch. Now comes Professor 
Loehr of Giessen to tell us that the documentary 
source, P, the Priest Code, is a fiction without any 
basis in fact. So the assurance is again taken out of 
the assured results. Enter L: exit P. One might 
Z among the medieval schoolmen of Paris or Ox- 
ord. 

Professor Naville denounces this “fabrication of 
authors” as the negation of historical method. “These 
Jahvists 1, 2, 3, who were they? Were they contem- 
poraries? Where did they live? What were their 
names and conditions? What induced them to write 
these narratives of the beginning of the world and 
of Israel? What was the nature of their writings 
when complete from which the critics claim to be able 
to point out to us fragments which sometimes amount 
to only a sentence and even to a mere word or two? 

“Among that crowd of literary men (i. ¢., postulated 
by the higher criticism), the number of whom far 
surpasses that of the authors named in the: Old Tes- 
tament, how is it that all without exception have re- 
mained anonymous or that the names of every one 
of them have been buried in oblivion? How is it 
that there is not one respecting whom we have the 
least biographical note and that all external testimony 
relative to their existence remains an utter blank?” 


Of Bizarre Theories German Theology Knows No 
End.—Here is a new one (Grill, Untersuchungen 
neben der Entstehung des Viertes Evangelium). The 
Gospel of John is based on a framework of references 
to the Dionysiac myths. It was written to prove to 
the Greeks that Christ fulfilled’ the providentially or- 
dained Dionysiac myths, just as the epistle to the He- 
brews proved to the Jews his fulfilment of the Leviti- 
cal order. The mother of Jesus was pictured on the 
model of the mother of Dionysius. She urges her son 
to exert his divine powers. His first miracle had to 
do with wine, and Dionysius was the Greek wine-god. 
The name Cana calls to mind a place of the Dionysiac 
cult. The three years’ ministry of the Logos-Christ 
corresponds to the three-months’ epiphany of Dionysius. 
The correspondence between the doctrine of the new 
birth in the third of John and in the Dionysiac the- 
ology is maintained, and so on through a series of 
futile coincidences. 


Science Strikes at;Darwin.—Proftessor T. H. Mor- 
gan in the current Yale Review marshals evidence 
against the Lamarckian theory of the inheritance of 
acquired characters which is really at the base of the 
Darwinian theory. “Despite the high authority of 
Darwin there has been a steady falling away from 
this belief among biologists trained in modern methods,” 


he writes, and quotes Professor Sumner’s conclusion ~ 


after long experimentation, “At no time have I de- 
clared my results to be proof of, or even evidence for, 
the inheritance of acquired characters. Indeed, I ‘have 
insisted that in ‘the present state of our problems this 
latter expression has become hopelessly obsolete.” 

All the mutilations on sheep, cats, mice, and dogs, 
carried down many generations, have produced no 
variation. The docking of tails does not develop bob- 
tailed mice or tail-less sheep. Chinese women have 
bound feet for generations and all Chinese children 
are born perfectly normal, as is, of course, the case 
with the children of circumcising Judaism. 

__ But if variations cannot be magazined, so to speak, 
if there is no cumulative process, how in the world 
can new types emerge into being? 


The Last Word in Superstition.—The communion 
was instituted by our Lord “as they did eat”; the priest 
takes it fasting. Of the cup it was said, “Drink ye 
all of it”; the priest alone drinks. The bread was 
broken in memory of the broken body; the priest dis- 
tributes unbroken wafers. Our Lord passed the wine 
and the bread to his disciples; the priest elevates it for 
worship. The Redeemer offered himself freely; the 
priest takes payment for masses. -The sacrifice of 
Calvary was once for all; the mass is offered on in- 
numerable occasions. It was a shedding of sacrificial 
blood ; the mass is a bloodless sacrifice. 

So has the central rite of Christianity been perverted. 
But the perversion is ever more intensified. A French 
clergyman, the canon of Craon, A. Milet, has pub- 
lished a volume entitled “La Divine Eucharistie’ which 
has already passed into a second edition and which 
presents incredible claims. 

“When we see a priest ascend the steps of the altar,” 
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he writes, “it is our Lord Jesus Christ, God-man, and 
only Son of God; it is He, I say, who celebrates in 
the person of his priest.” 

The mass, he insists, produces the same effects as 
the Passion of our Saviour; its action reaches dead 
as well as living. But “the priest at the altar is not 
merely another Christ (Sacerdos alter Christus). He 
is more, since he is the Creator and Father of Christ 
(Parens Christi). “To what heights must one ascend 
to find a power with which the priest can be com- 
pared? To the throne of God. If indeed the Eternal 
Father from eternity has brought forth his Son, the 
priest indeed brings forth the same Son on our altars 
every day. As God the Father himself, the priest then 
can turn to the Son of God whom he holds in his 
hands in sacramental form with the words, ‘This day 
have I begotten Thee.’” : : 

“The mass celebrated by the unworthy priest is not 
less valid than one celebrated by a good priest.” In 
other words, no matter how evil-minded he may be, 
the bad priest is, still, all that Canon Milet claims for 
the decent one. The Canon makes, however, distinc- 
tions between various types of masses. “The Solemn 
High-Mass with music receives greater attention from 
the Holy Trinity than the low mass.” Best of all are 
the Thirty Gregorian Masses, a series of thirty con- 
secutive masses on as many consecutive days. 

Aristarco Fasulo, who criticises this book with great 
acumen in JI Testimonio, calls attention to the fact, 
often forgotten, that if the Last Supper was a sacri- 
fice as the Catholic contends then Christ’s death was 
not at the hands of others, but was self-inflicted. The 
breaking of the bread was suicidal and its eating by 
himself — but one need not follow the thought farther. 
In Patrick Gordon’s seventeenth century “Geography 


— 


And in the Garden a 
New Sepulchre 











There is general agreement among ar- 
cheologists that the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre does not stand where the Lord 
was buried. Rather is it the opinion that 
the real site was outside the Damascus Gate 
of present-day Jerusalem. The removal of 
loose stones about the garden tomb which 
General Gordon believed to be the actual 
place of burial has led to the discovery of a 
stone with peculiar markings, which identify 
it with what is thought to be a shrine of the 
Greek goddess Aphrodite. But the startling 
thing is that when Jerusalem was destroyed a 
second time,—in A.D. 135,— the Emperor 
Hadrian is said to have erected a temple of 
Aphrodite over the tomb of Christ, as a mark 
of his contempt of both Christ and his fol- 
lowers. If further excavation confirms the 
fact of such a temple in this place, it will 
strengthen the theory that the Lord was here 
buried, and that he was crucified near by 
(John 19: 41). 











Anatomized” mention is made of tribes in inner South 
America that “not only feed upon human flesh but 
also some of them do actually eat themselves and yet 
commonly survive that strange repast.” 


The Eurasian community in India, numbering 
three hundred thousand, is put in a difficult position 
by the nationalist movement. Although looked down 
upon by Englishmen of pure strain they have always 
identified themselves as far as they could with the Eng- 
lish community. In the past this has been of advan- 
tage to them and minor offices on railways, in public 
service, and in business concerns have been thrown 
to them by their half-brothers. Now with the increas- 
ing Indianization of the public service this patronage 
is withdrawn. 

The arrogance with which these Anglo-Indians have 
too often treated pure-blooded Hindus on the strength 
of their own partial white extraction is now being met 
with the hatred of Hindus, mindful of the past. So 
are the chickens of race prejudice coming home to 
roost! In local riots the Eurasian suffers and the boy- 
cott of the whole-white extends to the half-white. 
Curiously enough he seems often to lack both the 
Englishman’s stamina and the Hindu’s keen mental- 
ity. His English extraction carries with it desire 
for a better standard of living without the requisite 
capacity for competing with native Hindus. The most 
discouraging thing is that conscienceless whites are 
continually adding to the numbers of this unfortunate 
and anomalous community. 

A wise and warm-hearted Scotchman, Dr. Graham 
of Kalipong, has taken pity on the little ones of these 
people. He went out to India ‘originally as a mis- 
sionary to the Bhutas, Lepchas, and Nepalis living in 
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the lower slopes of the Eastern Himalayas. ‘“‘Tramp- 
ing up and down the hills,” says the East and West, 
“from village to village, tea-estate to tea-estate, he 
caught sight ever and again of small neglected Eur- 
asian children. The thought of them pressed hard 
upon him.” He brought them first into his own home 
to share. with his own children. Then as the number 
of waifs increased cottages had to be opened for them. 
To-day there are twenty such in which six hundred 
children live, looking across to the snows of Kinchin- 


unga. 

The children sweep, wash, scrub, cook. Every cot- 
tage is in this way self-sufficient and the practical 
training gives a needed reinforcement to the weaker 
sides of Eurasian character. Hitherto this charity has 
found large support in the English community in India, 
but English incomes are depleted by the political and 
other changes in India and the small government grant 
is likely, sooner or later, to be cut off by nationalist 
influence. The girls when grown are fortunately easily 
placed as servants and children’s nurses, — “Kalipong 
girls” being in great demand in the English families 
of Calcutta. The boys, on the other hand, find it more 
difficult to secure employment. Formerly many of 
them were sent to the farms of Australia and New 
Zealand as laborers, but the exclusion of colored labor 
shuts them out, too. Fortunately these Eurasians seem 
to have a natural aptitude for mechanical and electrical 
work, and a way opens in this direction for Dr. Gra- 
ham’s wards. 


Leper Work of Southern Baptists.— There are some 
twenty-five thousand. lepers in the province of Kwang 
Tung and their miserable estate has led the Rev. John 
Lake, of Canton, China, to active work in their be- 
half. A large island was presented to him by the late 
Wu Ting Fu, former minister to the United States. 
The settlement which Mr. Lake is establishing on it 
has been incorporated in the United States, land has 
been leveled, a retaining wall built, and funds are in 
hand for hospital, chapel, administration, and twelve 
other buildings, each to house sixteen lepers. A motor 
boat has been presented by friends of the project. 

The island is well watered, and much of the land 
is already under cultivation. The governor’s proc- 
lamation gives the leper settlement full ownership of 
the oyster and shrimp beds, together with the very 
fine fishing grounds of the coast. Even the pirate 
chiefs of the neighboring mainland have expressed 
their interest and assured protection at times when 
normal government is paralyzed. 

“It took me from 1904 to 1924,” writes Mr. Love, 
“in my spare time, to bring this about —long, weary 
waiting now to crowned, God be thanked! with 
abundant blessing.” Mr. Love has been recently vis- 
iting the scattered, homeless lepers in the villages 
bringing them food, clothing, and bedding, “and above 
all the comforts of the blessed Gospel.” In one such vil- 
lage where sixty-five lepers, fen, women, and children, 
are huddled together in miserable mud huts, disfigured 
and rotting, he has opened a little house of worship, 
with school, in charge of a Christian leper preacher 
and his devoted though untainted wife. Thirty-four 
have become Christians. Mr. Lake says of the island 
settlement, “Should the Lord delay his coming we 
hope to die and be buried there.” A social worker 
who believes in the returning Christ! 


Preventive Samaritan Work.—In some parts Of 
brigand-infested China the Christian church has be- 
come a sort of underground railroad and those in dan- 
ger of falling into bandit hands are passed from one 
group of Christians to another until they reach safety. 
What this may mean for the endangered comes out 
in the following account of some who do not escape. 
“Here in south China a ransom payment was asked 
and the father refused to pay. The next morning the 
son was found on the doorstep roasted! Green hamboo 
wythes are tightly bound around heads and abdomens 
to inflict torture while dying; slivers are inserted un- 
der nails; ears are sent piecemeal with the demands 
for ransom and the treatment of women is unspeakable. 
If at the end ransom-is not forthcoming the prisoner 


is thrown over a precipice or dies from sickness and 
hunger.” 


The preaching of the Word goes along with these 
collateral ministries as the central service. The Shan- 
tung Presbyterian missionaries report tent evangelism 
in many places. A typical campaign was at a station 
where during the first two weeks of the Chinese New 
Year season the tent was pitched on the sands of the 
river. Day after day there were crowds of over a 
thousand present. After the preaching to this packed 
audience the whole band of preachers would sing a 
hymn while men went up and down the aisles selling 
Scripture portions. In ten days over three thousand 
copies of the Gospels were sold, although formerly 
it was difficult to give these Scripture portions away. 
Between fifteen and twenty large market centers have 
been visited with this tent, the meetings lasting ten 
days in each place. In the great island of Hainan 
(South China) a team of ten goes out visiting the 
twenty-two towns and villages northeast of Kachek 
carrying with them loads of medjcine. Evening meet- 
ings held on the street are followed with the announce- 
ment of medical work in the mission hospital and of 
hookworm treatment to be given on the following 
morning before breakfast. 

New Hampton, N. H. 
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OCTOBER 19. THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER | 
International Uniform Lesson.—Mark 4: 1-20 i] 
Golden Text.—The sower soweth the word.—Mark 4: 14 














The Lesson Applied 
By W. Irving Carroll, D.D. 


First 


Christ sets forth, in this parable, the METHOD! 
Not by erecting an organization, but by the process 
of sowing seed! “There went forth a sower to sow.” 

Mark 4:3, “Hearken: Behold’! This is the 
METHOD, and some will,-and some will not, “take 
root” and bear fruit; and all this is the fundamental 

rocess. Verse 9, “He that hath ears to hear, let 

im hear” this! Verse 13, “Know ye not THIS = 
able? HOW then will ye know all parables?” For 
this is the ground plan! 

Second 

What did the sower sow? Pretty ideas of the good 
and the true and the beautiful? Or ethical platitudes? 
Or seed-thoughts of the destructive criticism? Or the 
vagaries of organic evolution? : 


Mark 4:14, “The sower soweth THE WORD”! 
Hebrews 4:12, R. V., “For the Word of God is LIV- 
ING”! 1 Peter 1:23, “Which LIVETH”! Acts 19: 
17-20, “So mightily grew the WORD of God and pre- 
vailed” | = 

Third 

These three things, the world, the flesh, and the 
Devil, counteract the work of the Word sown. 

First, the Devil, He “TAKETH AWAY” the 
Word sown in their hearts! Verse 15, “The fowls of 
the air devoured it up”! Verse 4, The way-side hearer. 

Second, the flesh. It fails to ENDURE, when 
“affliction or persecution ariseth for the Word’s sake.” 
Verses 16, 17, “Because it hath NO root, it withereth 
away”! Verses 5, 6, Stony-ground hearer! 

Third, the world. It CHOKES the Word! “The 
cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches 
and the lusts of other things”! Verses 18, 109, It 

ielded no FRUIT! Verse 7, The thorny-ground 


earer. 
Fourth 


The good ground hearer. Bringing forth in vary- 
ing degrees of fruitfulness. No result from one-half 
the sowing, and even half of the other half was un- 
fruitful! The picture of a converted world? No! 
Sowing the Word, evangelization, is our mission. 

Mark 4:8, 20, They “Hear the Word and RE- 
CEIVE it.” 


Luke 24: 45-48, “Witnesses.” Acts 1:8, “Witnesses.” 
Acts 28:24, “Some believed.” “Some believed not.” 
MarsHALt, TEx. 

we 


The Message of the Lesson 
By W. W. Rugh 


I. The Scripture To Be Read 


HIS lesson reveals our Lord taking a new or 

different attitude than what he had previousl 

in all of his ministry among the people of Israel. 
He had been definitely sent to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel, and sent his disciples also to them, but 
the time came when the message that he brought them, 
and he as the messenger, were rejected by the leaders 
of Israel, according to Matthew 12. They charged 
him with being filled with Beelzebub, the prince of 
devils (Matt. 12: 22-37). Matthew 13:1 tells us that 
he went out of the house, suggestive of his leaving 
Israel, so frequently spoken of as “the house” (Matt. 
23:37, 38; Ezek. 37:11). The sea in Scripture is 
typical of the nations, as well as of the wicked (Dan. 
7:2-7; Rev. 17:15; Luke 21:25). In going out of 
the house by the seaside, and taking the attitude of a 
sower going forth to sow, he reveals just what his 
position is during this dispensation. It is to proclaim 
the glad tidings of salvation, through faith in Jesus 
Christ as the One who died for our sins, who was 
buried, and who rose again the third day, according 
to the Scriptures (Matt. 28:19, 20; Mark 16:15; 
Luke 24: 46-49; John 17:18; Acts 1:8; Rom. 1: 16). 
It is the whole business, therefore, of the whole church, 
to proclaim the whole Gospel to the whole world. The 
nation of Israel had no such message or mission. The 
sower to-day is still our blessed Lord, but he has many 
vessels which he fills with the incorruptible seed, the 
Word of God, which liveth and abideth forever (2 
Tim. 2:21; 1 Pet. 1:23, 25). The vessels that go 
forth weeping, bearing’ precious seed, shall doubtless 
come again with rejoicing, bringing their sheaves with 
them (Psa. 126:6). The soil on which the seed of 
the Word is sown is the hearts of the lost, and in 
every heart where the Word is received by faith, there 
springs up a new life,— first the blade, then the ear, 


Devotional ing: Psalm x. 
Reference Marciat, Matthew 13 : 1-23; Luke 8: 4-15. 


Primary Topic: The Garden of the Heart. 
Lesson Material: Mark 4: 1-9. 
_Memory Verse: The seed is the word of God.—Luke 8: 12. 
Junior Topic: Good Soil for Seed. 
Lesson Material: Mark 4: 1-20. 
Memory Verse: Luke 8: 15. ; 
and Topic: How to Receive and Use God’s 


Word. 
Topic, tos Young, Possle and Adulte: How May 4 Improve the 











The_ portion of the text indicated by the International 
sson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
verses I-9 

1 And again he began to teach by the sea side. And there 
is gathered unto him a very great multitude, so that he 
entered inte a boat, and sat in the sea; and all the multi- 
tude were by the sea on the land. 2 And he taught them 
many things in parables, and said unto them in his teach- 
ing, 3 Hearken: Behold, the sower went forth to sow: 4 
and it came to pass, as he sowed, some seed fell by the 
way side, and the birds came and devoured it. 5 And other 
fell on the rocky ground, where it had not much earth; 
and straightway it sprang up, because it had no deepness 
of earth: 6 and when the sun was risen, it was scorched; 
and because it had no root, it withered away. 7 And other 
fell among the thorns, and the thorns and choked 
it, and it yielded no fruit. 8 And others fell into the 


9 And he said, Who hath ears to hear, let him hear. . 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








then the full corn in the ear (Heb. 4:2; Mark 4: 
26-28). The good ground, these are they that hear 
the Word and understand it. It is by faith we under- 
stand (Heb. 11:3). The way of life is only revealed 
to believing hearts. We do not mean by this that 
unbelieving hearts may not hear the message, but the 
minds.of the unbelieving are blinded by Satan (2 Cor. 
4:4). The message of the Gospel is a sweet savor 
unto them that are saved, and unto them that perish. 
In the one it is a savor of life unto life, and in the 
a it is a savor of death unto death (2 Cor. 2:15, 
16). 

Il. The Graded Topics 

1. Intermediate and Senior: How to Receive and 


Use God’s Word. Having received the message of - 


the Gospel as the incorruptible seed, it~is to be used 
as the sincere milk for the nourishment and strength- 
ening of babes in Christ (1 Pet. 2:1, 2; Heb: 5:12, 
13). The Word also is to be used to feed and nour- 
ish our souls, for “man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth 
of God” (Matt. 4:4). This bread is Christ as re- 
vealed to us through the written Word. The word 
of the Gospel is also strong meat, revealing to us the 
deep things of Christ, the truth concerning the bless- 
ings that he has given us in the heavenlies, and all 
that is ours in him (Eph. 1:3-14; Heb. 5:14). In 
God’s Word we find honey in the rock to satisfy our 
hearts, that is, in the hard, difficult places that are not 
read as a rule, such as the book of Leviticus, 1 Chron- 
icles, Deuteronomy, and others (Psa. 81:16). But the 
written Word is a laver in which we may behold as a 
mirror both our natural faces and the glory of the 
Lord (Jas. 1: 22, 23; 2 Cor. 3:18). This laver con- 
tains water for the cleansing of our hands and feet, 
— that is, our service and our walk (Eph. 5: 26; 1 John 
1:9). It is also the sword of the Spirit with which 
we may overcome the enemy (Eph. 6:17). 

2. Young People and Adults: How May I Improve 
the Soil of My Heart? Desires are buds, thoughts 
are the flowers, and words and actions are the fruit of 
our hearts. The things which we read and think upon, 
as well as the things that we look upon, beget desires 
in our hearts. Finally, brethren, whatsoever things 
are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever 
things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatso- 
ever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good 
report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any 
praise, think on these things” (Phil. 4:8). All of 
these things are really true of Christ. They are all 
in him, and find their perfect revelation through him. 
Therefore our thoughts are to be centered upon him, 
and he will become in us the fountain from which 
will spring the desires of our lives. Our hearts are 
like gardens which need to be cultivated, kept clean of 
weeds, that is, the natural desires, by hiding God’s 
Word in our hearts by the help of the Holy Spirit, so 
that there will not be room for the desires of the self- 
life to be manifest. It is an easy thing for a Chris- 
tian worker to keep other people’s gardens and neglect 
his own. If our lives would be fruitful in blessing, so 
that we may teach others, we must ourselves be taught 
(Psa. 119:11; Song of Solomon 1:6; Rom. 2:21). 
lll. The Golden Text 

Mark 4:14, “The Sower soweth the word.” The 


only seed that has power to beget a new spiritual life 


in the heart of a believer is the Word of the living 
God,—the incorruptible seed. Modern theology has 
no power to save a lost soul. Its evolutionary char- 
acter is intended only to develop the divine life sup- 
posed to exist in human hearts. God’s Word declares 
that our hearts are deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked, or incurably bad (Jer. 17:9). 
The Gospel has the power to beget a new life within 
the believer, because it is God breathed, that is, in- 
spired by the Spirit of God (2 Tim. 3:15, 16). As be- 
lievers we are born again of the incorruptible God 
(Rom. 1:23, R. V.), of incorruptible seed (1 Pet. 1: 
23), unto an incorruptible inheritance (1 Pet. 1:4). 
Here we are clothed with incorruptible apparel (1 
Pet. 3:3, 4). When the Lord comes for his Church 
we shall receive incorruptible bodies (1 Cor. 15: 51, 
52). We shall be crowned with an incorruptible 
crown (1 Cor. 9:25), and shall reign with an incor- 
ruptible King (1 Tim. 1:17, R. V.). 


IV. Devotional Reading 


Psalm 1. This Psalm tells us of the blessed man . 


under the law (vs. 1-3). Verses 4-6 tell uszof the 
judgment of God upon the ungodly one. Thus, two 
persons are seen, Christ and the Antichrist. The only 
One who ever filled full, or fulfilled the picture of 
verses 1-3, is Jesus Christ, the Son of man, made 
under the law, who kept it perfectly in the letter and 
spirit. He walked not in the counsel of the ungodly, 
nor stood in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seat of 
the scornful, but his delight was in the law of the 
Lord, and in his law did he meditate day and night. 
He was like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that 
brought forth his fruit in his season. His leaf also 
did not wither, and whatsoever he did prospered. These 
blessings were given to the righteous only under the 
law, and none could claim them but our Lord. Un- 
der the Gospel we are not blessed because we do not 
do the three things of verse 1, nor because we do the 
three things of verses 2.and 3, but having been blessed 


in Christ as the result of his finished work, we will - 


not do the things of verse 1, but we will do the things 
of verses 2 and 3. Under the law, blessing was given 
as the result of obedience. Under the Gospel, obedi- 
ence is the result of blessing. Many dear ones become 
mixed up by reading‘ the Psalms, thinking that wher- 
ever the word “blessing” is found it has reference to 
the Gospel. So it does in Psalm 32, but the blessing 
there is the result of what God has done for us, not 
what we have done. 
PHILADELPHIA. 


Getting Started in Class 
By Howard A. Banks 


T THE Conference of America’s Keswick in Au- 

gust Mr. Watkin Roberts said that when he went 
to India from Wales about fourteen years ago the 
first gift he received was a five pound note (then 
about $25 in American money). He spent it in hav- 
ing the Gospel of John printed in an Indian dialect. 
One of these Gospels drifted into the Manipur Prov- 
ince, and several years later a chief came asking for 
missionaries to expound the Bible. As a result, after 
many difficulties and dangers the North East India Gen- 
eral Mission is in existence with about six white and 
more than one hundred native missionaries, and a 
Region Beyond where a number of tribes are waiting 
for God’s truth and salvation. The mission is now 
asking God to supply $300,000 to build a great Bible 
School at Calcutta to teach Indian sowers to sow the 
real seed of the Word of God, and not the tares of 
Modernism. (Its American headquarters are at 1214 
Pennsylvania Building, care of W. S. Wills, Treas- 
urer. ) 

PHILADELPHIA, 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


Nor in a long time has The Sunday School Times 
furnished a new lesson feature that has aroused 
more interested correspondence than this of “Ques- 
tions for Teacher and Class” which was commenced 
last year. The method of providing these questions 
is an unusual one, and. accounts for their variety, stim- 
ulus, and searching character. For they are written, 
not by any one contributor or editor, but by more than 
half a dozen of The Sunday School Times’ staff, — 
Dean W. W. Rugh, Dr. Howard A. Banks, Dr. W. 
Irving Carroll, Professor Charles Calvert Ellis, Mrs. 
S. H. Askew, Wade C. Smith, and John W. Lane, Jr., 
the Associate Editor of the Times. Questions writ- 
ten by these various writers are brought together, 
duplications omitted, revisions made as needed, and 


Lesson for October 19 
Matk 4: 1-20 


the composite Question Department is thus given to 
the Times’ readers each w 


1, Why did the Lord teach in parables? 

2. How is the Word of God a seed? 

3. How many ways are there of sowing the Word of God? 

4. (a) What is “good ground,” and how is it made “good’’? 
(b) Can and should “the wayside,” “stony ground,” and 
“thorn” patches be turned into “good ground”? 

s. Why is the seed sown on ground that is not good? 
(Matt. 13 : 13-15.) 

6. Are thorny ground hearers saved? 

y. What three things are taught about the Word in this 
parable? 

8 Can you think of some of the modern ways by which 
Satan “taketh away” the Word sown? 

9. Among which of these hearers would you classify 
yourself? 

10. In what ways are riches deceitful? How many times 
did Jesus sound this same warning? 

11. Can you quote the exact words of Jesus concerning 
money on at least three other occasions? 

12, Why did the disciples wait until. their Master was 
alone to ask for the interpretation of the parable? (v. 10.) 

13. How many parables of Jesus’ reflect the natural world 
about him?: 

14. What great method in the art of teaching does our 
Lord demonstrate in this lesson? 

1s. Where will teachers of the Word get the best illus- 
trations? 

16. What is the difference between having “no root” and 
bearing “no fruit’? (Mark 4:6, 7.) - 

17. Can you trace in the events immediately preceding 
this parable Jesus’ reason for telling it then? Note the 
primary and complete purpose in this and all parables. 

18. Is this parable the only one he explained in full to his 
disciples? What does this indicate to you as to its im- 
portance, in his eyes? As to the_true principle of inter- 
preting all parables? 

19. How many parables did our Lord speak, as recorded 
in the Gospels? Are they or his miracles of greater value 
to-day, in your life? 

zo. Where do we find one of the most inspiring state- 
ments about the Word of God? 

21. Are you a real sower? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The “Answers to Last Week’s Questions,” now to be 
published regularly in response to the readers’ urgent re- 
quest, will be found hereafter on one of the later pages of 
the lesson department; this week they appear on page 593. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


All of Us.—Some seed fell by the way side, and 
birds came and devoured tt ... other fell on the rocky 
ground ... other among the thorns (v. 4-7). Recently 
Lady Astor, the charming Virginia girl who mar- 
ried the English-made Astor and became the first wo- 
man to enter Parliament and is still a real honest-to- 
goodness American, addressed a great crowd in the 
Philadelphia Academy of Music. Among the many 
good things she got off was this: “What the world 
needs is more sowers. “Everybody pretty much wants 
to be a reaper. They all want to ride in the lim- 
ousines.” Lady Astor is right. It is all in the sow- 
ing. The Sower is the Son of man, and the seed is 
the Word of God (Matt. 13:37; Mark 4:14). I am 
trying to get grass to grow under my Norway maples. 
I got the thest mixture the seed man had. The gar- 
dener was to have sown it._ He could not come, and 
he sent his son to do it. “Oh, anybody can sow grass 
seed, dear me, yes!” Wish you could see that part of 
the lawn now the grass has come up. It looks like a 
bunch of Irelands in a sea of mud when it rains. Seed 
was all right, ground was all right, but the sower was 
a bungler who did not know how to distribute it. 
There are such sowers abroad to-day, some have Sun- 
day-school classes. But I am getting away from the 
text, which is not about sowers, but soils, —the class 
or the congregation. When the minister takes this 
text he usually takes a. different fellow for each 
ground. I know a fellow who can be all the grounds 
in a single season. He has sat right in this Corner 
for seventeen years. Have you ever had your wife 
or some other guardian angel nudge you with foot 
or elbow during the sowing to keep you alive? And 
on asiother Sunday you had not the least idea what 
the service was all about because you were hard, thin, 
thorny, and rocky all at the same time. Come on, ’fess 
up! the Lord knew us two thousand years ago. 


Adapting to the Soil.—And others fell into the good 
ground, and yielded fruit (v. 8). That former para- 
graph is a sorry confession, isn’t it? Well, one day, 
instead of being hard, thin, thorny and rocky ground 
I was good deep rich soil just like that I saw in Iowa 
one time some fifteen feet deep. Dear old Major 
Whittle, father of Mrs. William R. Moody, came to 
Coatesville. He was one of those “outside evangelists” 
some folks do not “take any stock in.” He sowed the 
seed, being the Son of man’s proxy. This is why for 
seventeen long years you have sat with me in this 
Corner, and for more than twice that long I have 
taught the Iron Rose Bible Class, and for nearly twice 
that long have trotted the Rock Run road to a little 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. October 5.—The Choice of the Twelve ...Matthew 10 : 1-8 
2. October 12.—The Sermon on the Mount ..Matthew 5 to 7 
3. October 19.—The Parable of the Sower ...... Mark 4 : 1-20 
4. October 26.—The Stilling of the Storm ...Mark 4 : 35-41 

5s. November 2.—The Prodigal Son — World’s Temper- 
ance Sunday ....ccccerccccccsceccerseceeees Luke 15 : 11-24 

6. November 9.—The Feeding of the Five Thousand 
John 6: 1-15 
7. November 16.—Peter’s Confession ...... Matthew 16 : 13-20 
8 November 23.—The Transfiguration ...... Luke 9 : 28-36 
9. November 30.—The Good Samaritan ...... Luke 10 : 25-37 
10. December 7—The Man Born Blind ........John 9: 1-41 
11, December 14.—The Raising of Lazarus ...... John 11 : 1-44 


12. December 21.—The Conversion of Zacchaeus Luke 19 : 1-10 


ft, 
Christmas Lesson — God’s Gift to the World 
John 1 : 14-18; 3 : 16-21 
13. December 28.—Review: Central “Period of Christ’s 


Ministry 








mission Sunday-school. So don’t write that vinegar 
letter the former paragraph prompted, for, you see, I 
am not quite as hopeless as you might think. This 
dozing through a service has not yet become chronic. 
There are certain people who do not like Billy Sun- 
day, but I want to say to the thousands who have 
never had a chance to attend a Billy Sunday meeting 
that no one ever goes to sleep in one but the baby. 
Some do not like Billy’s lan The other night 
Billy, passing through Philade xphia, had a big welcome 
meeting at the Academy of. Music, the city’s biggest 
auditorium, and it was packed to the roof with the 
most active Christian workers. Billy was telling the 
story of a Western fellow who came to New York to 
visit an old buddie who had become a millionaire. As 
he was shown to his beautiful room his host said, 
“Jim, have you got a nightie?” “No, George, I’m 
still sleepin’ raw.” And four thousand good Philadel- 
phians “broke loose.” Billy gets down where all of 
us live. -Billy sows to suit his ground. And he gets 
oranges. * I can show you “fruits” that will take the 
blue ribbons at any Harvest Home that have come 
from the Billy Sunday sowing. Paul, the same sort 
(1 Cor. 9: 22). 

Cultivating the Ground.—Who hath ears to hear, 
let him hear (v. 9). God has given folks eyes with 
which to see and ears with which to hear, and only 
about one to the hundred ever sees or hears. To 

rove that folks don’t see, often after I have been 

fore an audience a long while I put something over 
my four-in-hand tie and challenge the crowd to tell 
whether my necktie is light or dark. They can rarely 
do it. One time I put on a green necktie with a pink 
shirt, and only man in an audience of some six or 
eight hundred knew I had on a green tig, and he was a 
window dresser and the awful combination hit him 
hard. The world is full of beauty but the eyes do 
not see it. The world is full of music but the ears 
do not hear it. Our cities are full of architectural 
beauties on our wonderful scrapers, but how many 
stop to see these beauties of line and form and color? 
Our woods and fields are full of song, but how many 
hear the music of the tree folks or the concerts of 
the little people of the grass or the humming of the 
breezes as they come down the valley? Why, even 
this old 9.55 on which I am writing is singing along 
over the steel bars under us with its jolly little rat-a- 
tat, rat-a-tat on its way to the great city yonder. 
I reckon Park Newlin the engineer up there in the 
cab and I are the only audience old Number 620 has 
listening to her happy tune. The man who loves 
Beauty sees her in architecture. The man who loves 
Nature hears her voice whenever she speaks, Thana- 
topsis. The man who loves Mechanism hears her 
when she becomes articulate whether of the rail or 
in the soft purring of the automobile or in the merry 
hum of the mill. And so it is when a man loves God, 
he hears Heaven in whatever way Heaven speaks: in 
the_Book, in the conscience, in the soul, in some conse- 
crated messenger. The eye has to be cultivated to 
see; the ear has to be cultivated to hear. The Sun- 
day-school class is the garden in the rich ground of 
which the ears are to be developed to hear what God 
the Lord will speak (Psa. 85:8). 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue PrincipLe oF AppLication.—Lead pupils 
to make practical and personal applications of 
truth. 











HE Master Teacher is using in the lesson one of 

his favorite methods of teaching —the method of 
the parable. This method, Dr. Torrey says, “reveals 
the truth to those who love it and conceals it from 
those who have no appetite for it.” “He that hath 
ears to hear, let him hear,” said the Master Teacher, 
and when his disciples showed that they had ears to 


“his message to 


“owe 


hear he revealed unto them the meaning and applica 
tion of the parable of the sower. Having therefore 
the Master’s own interpretation of this parable we 
need not be in doubt as to its meaning. Only let us, 
as teachers, present this meaning and endeavor to 
make its applications to our own hearers, so that if 
they have ears to hear they, too, may get the mean- 
ing for their own lives. 

As teachers, let us not forget that “The seed is the 
word of God” (Luke 8:11), and that to sow that is 
more important than anything else, and that we should 
beware of sowing our own opinions instead. Further- 
more, as teachers, we may learn the lesson that it is 
possible to be too easily discouraged, for the charac- 
ter of the soil as well as the nature of the seed de- 
termines the harvest. And to sow on in the hope of 
the hundredfold hearer is the teacher’s and the 
preacher’s encouragement when so much of the seed 
seems to fall on the rocky and the thorny soil. We 
need also to beware of shallow results that are not 
lasting. 

Let us not neglect, however, to stress the responsi- 
bility of the hearer for the kind of soil which he per- 
mits his life to offer. The hard road is often but 
the same soil as the fruitful field. It has yielded it- 
self, however, not to the plow and the harrow, which 
would have made it ready for the seed, but to the drag 
and the wagon wheels that have hardened it. And cer- 
tainly the thorny ground fails of a crop not because 
it was not rich enough, but because it has been pre- 
empted by the thorns—the cares of this world and 
the deceitfulness of riches. Here is much room for 
heart-searching on the part of older pupils and for 
forewarning the younger. 

Huntinopon, Pa. 


From My Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 


ND have no root in themselves, and so endure but 

for a time (v. 17). They have no root, but are 
proskairoi, people of the present, men of the time be- 
ing, not those of the Eleventh of Hebrews, who have 
no continuing city, but seek an eternal home. They 
are the ones who prefer the pleasures of sin, pros- 
kairon, for a time, whose interests are in the things 
seen which are proskaira, rather than in the things 
which are not seen but eternal. 

And the cares of this world (v. 19). The Greek 
word for cares is merimnai, from merizo, to divide. 
These are the distracting things ef the world, which 
divide attention and divide energies. “If thine eye 
be single thy whole body shall be full of light,” said 
our Lord, referring to this state of mind. “This one 
thing” was the apostolic ideal. “Troubled and anxious 
about many,” is the unregenerate counterpart. 

New Hampton, N. H. ; 


Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Lewis Sperry Chafer 


pu THe Scriptures God has been pleased to pre- 
view all time, beginning with Abraham and 
running on to the new heavens and the new earth. 
To Abraham he announced a period of\four hundred 
years (Gen. 15:13), or until Moses. To Moses he 
gave prophetic vision extending ovér a thousand years 
(Deut. 28: 63-68), or to the great dispersion. To 
Daniel, who was taken captive in the dispersion, God 
gave a vision reaching four hundred and ninety years, 
or to the cutting off of Messiah (Dan. 9: 24-27). 
Though the present period, between the death of 
Christ and his coming again, was in no wise seen in 
Old Testament prophecy (1 Pet. 1:9, 10), and though 
the duration of the period is explicitly declared to 
be unrevealed (Matt. 24:36; Mark 13:32), Christ 
gave prediction as to the course, character, and end 
of the age, and his prediction was enlarged upon by 
the Apostles. 

The parable of the sower, which is the portion for 
this lesson, is one of seven parables (Matt. 13: 1-52), 
which, taken together, pre-view the course, character, 
and end of the age, and concern those things which 
are uppermost in the sight of God. 

Christ announces three characteristics of this age: 
(1) Israel, God’s treasure, is hid in the field, and the 
field is the world; (2) evil continues to the end of the 
age; and (3) a company of “redeemed,” likened to 
“wheat,” a “pearl of great cost,” and “good fish,” is 
to be called out. That the gathering out of this com- 
pany is the primary age-purpose is seen from the 
Scriptures, which declare that Israel’s present blind- 
ness is “until,” and iniquity continues only “until” 
this company is gathered out (Rom. 11: 25-27; 2 
Thess. 2:7; Acts 15:13-17). The parable of the 
sower pictures the world-wide evangelizing by the 
sowing of the Word, and the parable distinctly de- 
clares that not all will be saved in this age. : 

Until the giving of this parable, Christ has limited 
srael (Matt. 10:5, 6), but in this 
parable his vision is extended to the whole world. 

Dattas, TEx. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 
tions for this department; one dollar is 
paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department, The full list of the lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in a Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indica in 
the lesson list after the word “Print. 


— on he a voen Se hen 4 
I t 6 Ss . oug 
py the Golden 7 Text are also needed. 


Why Parables?—And he taught them 
many things in parables (v. 2). “Why 
did God not make the Bible so plain that 
every one could understand?” said one. 
“If God made coal as fuel, why did he 
not put it on the top of the ground in- 
stead of burying it deep underneath the 
surface?” was the reply.—From the Sun- 
day at Home. Sent by M. Taylor, Win- 
nipeg, Can. 


The Man Who Would Not Listen.— 
And he said, Who hath ears to hear, let 
him hear (v. 9). _The venerable Dr. 
Gordon of Temple University, Philadel- 
phia, in a recent sermon told the story 
of an infidel in New England who went 
to hear Whitefield preach in the open 
air. He was curious to see that preacher, 
to note his wonderful power, and see the 
crowds he drew, but he made up his mind 
not to listen to a word he said. Climb- 
ing a tree, this infidel put both hands 
over his ears; but a fly alighted upon his 
face, and shaking the head would not 
budge it. As the man withdrew his hand 
for an instant to brush the fly away, he 
heard Whitefield quoting Christ, He 
that hath ears to hear, let him hear.” The 
Spirit of God so convictedwthe man that 
he dared no longer refuse to listen, and he 
was saved.—From an editorial in The 
Sunday School .Times. Sent by W. G. 
Irving, Montreal, P. Q., Can.; and by 
Jennie Brandt, Detroit, Mich. 


“Be Still, and Know.”—The cares of 
the world, and the deceitfulness of riches, 
and the lusts of other things entering in, 
choke the word (v. 19). If you stood 
in a street where: the traffic is abundant, 
where the constant thunder of rumbling 
wheels creates a din, it would be difficult 
to preach so as to command an audience, 
for the abundant sound would prevent all 
hearing; and, to a great extent, the mass 
of mankind are just in that position as 
to the joyful sound of the Gospel. The 
rumbling of the wheels of commerce, the 
noise of trade and the cries of competi- 
tion, the whirl of cares and the riot of 
pleasures — all these drown the persua- 
sive voice of heavenly love, so that men 
hear no more of it than they would hear 
a pin fall in the midst of a hurricane at 
sea. Only when God unstops the ear is 
the still small voice of truth heard in 
the chambers of the heart.—From the 
Sunday School Chronicle. Sent .by the 
Rev. J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


Why She Hated Riches.—The deceit- 
fulness of riches (v. 19). _The children 
of a certain family, during its prosperity, 
were left in the nursery in charge of 
servants. When adversity came the serv- 
ants were discharged, and tle parents 
lived with the little ones. One evening, 
when the father had returned home after 
a day of anxiety and business worry, his 
little girl clambered upon his knee, and, 
twining her arms around his neck, said, 
“Papa, don’t get rich again. You did 
not come into the nursery when you 
were rich, but now we can come around 

ou, and get on your knee and kiss you. 

on’t get rich again, papa.”—From the 
Sunday Companion, ent by the Rev. 
J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


In Season and Out of Season.—The 
sower soweth the word (Golden Text). 
Four years after the “Titanic” went 
down, a young Scotsman rose in a meet- 
ing in Hamilton, Can., and said, “I am 
a survivor of the Titanic. When I was 
drifting alone on a spar on that awful 
night, the tide brought Mr. John Harper, 
of Glasgow, also on a piece of wreck, 
near me. ‘Man,’ he said, ‘are you saved?’ 
‘No,’ I said, ‘I am not.’ He replied, ‘Be- 
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lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved.’ The waves bore him 
away; but, strange to say, brought him 
back a little later, and he said, ‘Are you 
saved now?’ ‘No,’ I said, ‘I cannot hon- 
estly say that I am.’ He said again, ‘Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved,’ and shortly after he went 
down; and there, alone in the night, and 
with two miles of water under me, I 
believed. I am John Harper’s last con- 
vert.”—From the Wonderful Word. Sent 
by M. J. James, Toronto. Prize illustra- 
tion. 


ve 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Ye servants of the Lord.” 

“Go, labor on.” 

“T need thee every hour.” 

“Lead, kindly light.” 2 
“On Christ the solid rock I stand.” 
“Jesus, I my cross have taken.” 
“Jesus is calling.” 

“Jesus loves me.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numopers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 


“The Sower” (261: 1-3). Psalm 126 : 306. 
“Harden Not Your Heart” (210 : 1-3). 
Psalm 103: 1-10; Psalm 95 : 8-10. 
“For Noble Duty” (179 : 1-4). Psalm go : 1-6, 12. 
“Praise Waiteth for Thee” (136 : 1-4). 
Psalm 65 : 1-13. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we have furnished thee with poor enough 
soil by our hardness and shallowness. Thou 
hast been bestowing thy blessings where 
they have borne too little fruit. We thank 
thee that thou hast not turned away from 
such ground as we are. ~ thy grace 
and loving purposes have nourished the seed 
already sown. Oh, may we yield ourselves to 
thee for a proper yield of fruitfulness in 
thy dear service! May nothing choke or 
blight the seed. May we have ears to hear 
thy message to us this day. In thy dear 
name. Amen, 


_ After the Lesson.—Have you ever no- 
ticed how much time the gardener gives 
to preparing the soil? How he digs and 


overturns, breaks up the hard places, 
spreads, fertilizes, works and works a 
long while before he plants the seed? He 
doesn’t “expect anything from seed that 
falls along the walks, or among the thorn- 
bushes. And weeds! How he keeps after 
them to prevent them from spoiling the 
whole garden! Are you cultivating weeds 
in the garden of your life, or are you ask- 
ing that they be rooted out? Is your life 
so shailow and heedless that God’s Word 
finds a little hold for a time, and then 
just withers away? Are we bearing fruit 
as we should, if the Gardener had his 
own way with us? Let us think to-day 
what it may be that is preventing God's 
Word from really growing and thrivmg 
in us, and ask him. to take away all the 
rubbish and to deepen our lives, mellow- 
ing them for fruitfulneses for him. Let 














us pray. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





Faw the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. The four kinds of hearts receiving 
God’s Word. 


2. Which kind is yours? 














HAT a keen observer of nature 

was our Master! Though himself 
an indoor laborer, how closely he had 
watched the outdoor life round about 
his childhood home, not a process of the 
fields escaped him—those richly ver- 
dant fields of the great plain of Esdraelon 
which spreads its ever-varying carpet 
at the feet of little Nazareth on its roll- 
ing hills. Those same watchful eyes had 
seen into the hidden workings of the 
human nature about him, too, and, with 
unerring perception, he found the analogy 
so often existing between the one and 
the other. No gardener can fail to de- 
light in this little story of the sower — 
no teacher can fail to, agree with its find- 
ings. 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 


“A SOWER WENT FORTH TO Sow’ 








. 
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‘stepped into a boat, which was 
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__The same seed, pregnant with the sanie 
life, planted by the same skilled hand, 
under the same showers and _ sunshine, 
and yet with what entirely different re- 
sults to the planter! What makes that 
difference? Such little things — the seed 
that doesn’t get buried within the soil, 
but lies on the surface of the mind, un- 
appropriated, until outside agencies carry 
it quite away; the seed that falls on un- 
prepared soil, a mind perhaps eager but 
not ready to receive the truth with suffi- 
cient depth to give a holding power to 
its roots, and so loses it under trial and 
test; the seed that falls into such “good” 
ground that it gives root to all kinds 
of seed falling upon it, good and bad 


alike, and so the quicker growths of 


“thorns” choke out the slower, tenderer 
seed of lasting value; and then the hun- 
dredfold seed that returns unto its 
Planter all he asks of it. 


' 2, Ask your girls to search diligently 
within themselves for the answer to the 
vital: question, “Which kind of soil am 
I? What becomes of God’s Word in 
my life?” A class of girls, perhaps 


| younger than yours, tried, not long ago, 


to name for themselves these four kinds 
of receivers, and here are their own 
original findings: careless people, quitters, 
joy-riders, and doers Each of your girls 
belongs in one of these four classes — 
which ? 

Do they listen and study so carelessly 
that any new interest can sweep away 
the truth? Do they start well, with good 
intentions, but let go under testings? Do 
they so give themselves over to pleasure- 
seeking, to the fascinations of all sorts 
of things, that the seed of Truth has no 
breathing-room in their lives, is too feeble 
ever to bear fruit though it may continue 
its choked existence amidst all the “joy- 
riding”? Or do they receive and treas- 
ure, make room for and cultivate, this 
seed of Truth until its return in their 
lives blesses many? 

Hold up the little tests faithfully — 
they alone must do the examining of 
self — God alone can give the increase. 


Home Study 

A little study of yourself, this week — 
honest in God’s sight. How much of 
his Word have you been given? How 
much have you received? What chance 
have you given it to grow and bear fruit 
in your life? Which kind of hearer will 
you be, henceforth? 

Decatur, GA. 
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For Teachers of Children 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teracutnc.—The words of 
God may growin the hearts and 
lives of children. 


Review.—Jesus loved to teach out of 


rs. (Mention the Sermon on the 
Mount, containing the Blesseds, the 
Lord’s. Prayer, and Golden Rule.) 
Crowds followed, or gathered about, 


Jesus because they hoped to hear him 
talk. Best of all they liked his stories. 


Story Items.— 


“Tell me the stories of. Jesus, 
I love to hear; 
Things I would ask him to tell me, 
If he were near; 
Scenes by the wayside, 
Tales of the sea, — 
Stories of Jesus,— 
: Tell them to me.” 
(Living Hymns, Judson Press, Philadelphia, 
30 cts., postpaid.) 


Jesus often went to the shore of the © 
Sea of Galilee to meet his fishermen 
friends, who owned boats. One spring 
day many people gathered on the shore, 
hoping to hear him speak. They crowded, 
so that only a few could hear; so Jesus 

pushed a 
little way from shore. ‘ 


“Oh, I love to think of Jesus 
As he walked beside the sea, 
Where the waves were rolling fearfully 
and grand; 
How he sat within the boat, 
On the silv’ry waves afloat, 
While he taught the waiting people 
on the land.” 


Near by there must have been a man 
planting grain in his field. (Use. the 
sandboard, or draw a diagram, indicat- 




















Lesson for October 19 
Mark 4: 1-20 


ing the wayside path, the rocky cor- 
ner, the thorny section, and the goo 
ground.) The man planted — seed in 
every part. (Describe results.) After 
the story the disciples asked Jesus what 
he meant. Jesus explained that the seed 
is the Word of God, and the hearts of 
people are like the soil, not all alike. 
Parents and~teachers know that the 
hearts of children are the very best gar- 
dens in which to plant God’s Word. What 
children learn by heart yields a harvest 
as long as they live. Some of the g 
seeds from God’s Word are: Loye one 
another; Be ye kind; Freely give. 
“My heart is. God’s little garden, 
Where I plant the seeds of love; 
They grow when I’m kind and gentle, 
While God watches all from above.” 


October is here. Harvests have been 

thered from fields, farms, and gardens. 
Bo you know that in each g seed of 
grain and fruit, there is a spark of life 
which God has put there to grow when 
the seed is planted in the springtime? 
Childhood is called the springtime of life. 
That is one good reason why the words 
of God-Should be planted in children’s 


—~ hearts, that they may spring up and grow 


and bear good fruit. 
“My heart is God’s little garden, 
And the: fruits E shall bear each day 
Are the things he shall see me doing, 
And the words he shall hear me say.” 


Peorra, Itt. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories ° 





the Parastle of the Sower 
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You will find Dr. Pace’s book, “Chris- 
tian Cartoons,” invaluable by way of il- 
lustration. It may be had from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, at 75 cents. 
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Say, Fellows— | 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Big crops. pois 
Discussion: Let’s follow our Lord's. fig: 
gure and consider each fellow as a 
“field” for,planting. What keeps him 
from producing a Send “crop” ?, What 
is his hard ground? What is the stony 
soil? What are the thorns and weeds 
that hinder his progress? ; 
Objective: The hundredfold life. 














AY, fellows, the American Magazine 
is authority for. the statement that 
twelve hundred Ohio boys in the. year 
1914 raised the value of the corn crop 
of that state twenty million dollars. They 
were the cause of raising the average 
yield per acre from thirty-five bushels 
to seventy-one bushels,. ‘ 
Previous to that, Jerry Moore, a South 
Carolina boy, ‘had established a world’s 
record, raising two hundred and twenty- 
eight bushels of corn:on one acre in one 
season. It created a sensation all over 
the country,—even outside of agricul- 
tural circles. His exploit was proclaimed 
as “the biggest human advertisement ever 
let loose.” His hargow was a Sacred ex- 
hibit at the National Corn Show. The 
year following, ‘seventy-five thousand 
boys and girls joined corn clubs and to- 
mato clubs, under the inspiration of 
Jerry’s achievement. : 
In a far-away Sunday-school, when 
a boy was asked by his teacher “Who 
was Jeremiah?” he replied he didn’t know, 
but he knew all about Jerry Moore. In 
South ‘Carolina alone, the annual yield 
of .corn jumped from seventeen million 
bushels to fifty million bushels ‘in three 


| years. However, a few years later, Wal- 


ker’ Lee Dunson,* 4 Mississippi boy, 
wrested the world’s championship. from 


_Jetry Moore, by raising two hindred and 


thirty-two bushels of ‘corn on ‘one ‘acre; 
which récord, I believe,’remains unbeaten. 
This shows ‘what boys can do along 
big practical lines of ‘usefulness, enhanc- 


ing the value of the world by living. in, 


it and working \in it, © |... es 

Jesus gives us’ a lesson in agriculture 
in the parable of thé sower, and as in all 
his parables he uses material values to 
show us what he wants us to learn about 
the far greater values of the spiritual life. 
He describes four kinds of ground. 
Though the seed was the same and the 
sower the same and the seasons the same 
—yet four very distinctly different re- 
sults came, solely because of the differ- 
ence in the ground, or something associ- 
ated with the ground. 

Each of you fellows has his “patch of 
ground.” Will you take a look at your 
ground, in the light of this great par- 
able spoken by Jesus? The Word of 
God is being sown here each Sabbath 
day, and at other times—sown to your 
patch‘ of ground. What is the prospect 
for your yield? Is the world going to 
be better because of your parcel of 
ground — and the way you handle it? 

Look at it closely. Is ‘it becoming 
hardened by indifference, or inattention 
—so that the great thoughts of God “go 
in one ear and out the other”? Sabbath 
afternoon, can you recall what was dis- 
cussed in the morning class meeting? Or 
have the succeeding trivial events brushed 
it all from your mind? 

Is your soil shallow — stony? Did you 
feel a fine uplifting impulse when teacher 
held aloft an ideal? Did you resolve 
upon a higher plane of action — then cool 
off and drop back to the old program? 
Have you allowed thorns and weeds to 
grow in your “patch”? Are you letting 
in habits and associations and amusements 
that “choke” the seed and prevent a 
good crop? 

Or is your “patch” like the good 
ground? God’s Word is the seed. Are 
you receiving it into your real thinking, 
fertilizing it with prayer and cultivating 
it by obedience? A good motto for Bible 
study is: “Study it through, Pray it in, 
Work it out, Put it down, Pass it on.” 
That process secures a good yield. Each 
of you fellows is capable of producing 
a Jerry Moore or Walker Dunson crop. 
It is the yielded soil that brings the yield 
—a hundredfold! 

Go to it, fellows! Let’s make a bumper 





crop, with the seed of God, in yielded 
uman lives, to the glory of. the Master 
of the Harvest. 


GREENSBORO, N.C, 
we 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the Lesson of October 12) 


t: To his ‘disciples (5 : 1). 
2. Three; ‘fifth, sixth,‘ and seventh. 


3. Near the end of his second year of min- 
istry. Matthew writes of Jesus as the King 
of the Jews, and therefore brings the con- 
stitution of the kingdom to the forefront of 
his Gospel. 


4. Besides the authority . deliberately 
claimed by Jesus as the teacher of absolute 
and final truth, throughout Matthew’s “Ser- 
mon on the Mount,” there is also his claim 
to superiority to Moses, even while. he rec- 
ognizes the authority of the Old Testament, 
proving his complete knowledge and under- 
standing of it and his fulfilment. of it in his 
own teachings. 

s. The first verse speaks of Christ as the 
“Son of -David,. the son.of Abraham.” A 
Jewish genealogy. goes back to the first Jew; 
in chapter 2:2 it is “King of the Jews”; in 
chapter 10:5, 6 the twelve are sent only to 
the “lost sheep of the house of Israel”; in 
15 : 24 Christ says, “I am not sent but unto 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 

6. Luke records many of these sayings im- 
mediately after the appointing of the twelve, 
implying that they were spoken to them as 
the principles for their new work. 

7. Nowhere else; it occurs only in the Book 
of Matthew. 

8. A literal kingdom, the Davidic, as proph- 
esied in Scripture, to be established when 
Christ the King comes again to earth. 

9. Two dominant notes of this sermon are 
(1) true religion is a matter of the heart as 
God sees it, not. merely the outward ob- 
servances of even the true faith; (2) such 
true religion completely separates the be- 
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liever from the unbeliever in motive, word, 
deed, service to the world, confidence in 
God’s care for his material life, freedom from 
worry and even anxious care, confidence in 
prayer and final reward from God the Father, 


10. No. He condemns the prayer made for 
show. 


11. In secret and alone. 


12, Every true believer. But a worldly 
Christian, even though saved, has lost his 
saltiness. 


13. Only one, our Lord. He loved God 
with all his heart, with all his soul, with 
all his mind, and with all his strength, and 
his neighbor as_ hiniself. 


14. Our Lord did not mean maiming of 
the. body.. The heart. is the source of. sin, 
and the eye, hands, and other members are 
merely the agents of a corrupt heart. He 
evidently meant getting the heart right with 
God, as in the very preceding verse (5 : 28), 
and then there could be no offending eye 
and hand. 


18. Not less than a dozen times, either in 
phraseology or teachings. He always recog: 
nized the divine authority of the Old Scrip- 
tures, never contradicted them but often 
completed them. His own life was lived 
in obedience to them. 


16. All of these references indicate condi- 
tions that do not exist now; Jerusalem is 
not the city of the great King, there is no 
council, and no one is called least or great 
in the kingdom of heaven. 

17. The word in the Greek means ‘“‘com- 
plete.” 


18. Our Lord never said “Our Father,” 
when including himself. He is the unique 
Son of God. 


19. Statement, illustration, and application, 
as in 6:25-33. (Here the illustration is 
threefold, one illustration each from the 
animal or bird kingdom, one from man, and 
one from the vegetable kingdom.) 


20. That such religion must be the gift 
of God; “it is high, I cannot attain unto 
it’; but it is so surpassingly lovely that I 
long for it, and can never be happy without 
it. 














i The Whole Bible Lesson Course 

_- Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 
Lesson 55. October 19. Translation of Elijah, and the 

u : Call of Elisha.—2 Kings 1, 2 


Golden Text.— But ye shall receive power, when the Holy Spirit is come upon you: and 
ye shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth.—Acts 1:8 














Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of “‘ Whole Bible Les- 
sons" on the Old Testament, running from 
October 7, 1923 to March 29, 1925, and giv- 
ing lesson titles and Scripture references 
only, may be had trom The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- 
phia, at 3 cents a copy, or $2 a hundred. 


Eighth Period—Divided Kingdom 
56. Oct. 26.—Ministry of Elisha ..2 Kings 3, 4 
57. Nov. 2.—Healing of Naaman ..2 Kings 5§ 
58.—Nov. 9.—Further Ministry of Elisha 
. 2 Kings 6-8 
s9. Nov. 16.—Jehu’s Reign ....... 2 Kings 9, 10 
60. Nov. 23.—Joash, Athaliah, and Jehoiada 
2 Kings ‘11,'12 
61. Nov. 30.—Death of Elisha to Death 


oe Re RS eae are 2 Kings 13-16 
62. Dec. 7.—Israel’s Downfall and Cap- 
SEGEEY. 055 od police cn deep ¥caccciececs 2 Kings 17 


63. Dec. 14.—Hezekiah’s Good Reign 

2 Kings 18-20 
64. Dec. 21.—Manasseh and Josiah 

2 Kings 21-23 


* 
How to Master This Lesson 
By Frank W. Lange 


Introduction 


® hes arbitrary division between 1 and 
2 Kings not only occurs in the midst 
of a statement, but, worst of all, it di- 
vides, for the careless reader, the record 
of God’s consistent ministry through Eli- 
jah and Elisha. Bear in mind that God 
means to reveal his intense concern for 
“the kingdom” and for his people and his 
longsuffering and mercy towards them. 
Historical Setting 

Ahab’s twenty-two awful years being 
over, things moved quickly towards God’s 
declared judgments (1 Kings 19: 15-17) 
upon Ahab’s house and the nation (see 
2 Kings 10: 30; 13:3). The terrible acts 
of Elijah, his translation, and Elisha’s 





gracious miracles were> to (1) display 
God’s power, (2) warn of his wrath, and 
(3) promise his mercy to the repentant. 


Geography 


Gilgal (2:2) is not the one near Jeri- 
cho (Josh. 4:19), but lay seven miles 
north of Bethel. The prophet’s journey 
retraced that of the nation when it en- 
tered the land six centuries earlier. The 
translation, probably, took place in the 
vicinity of where Moses had disappeared. 


How to Study this Lesson 


God’s Last Warning: The loss of 
Moab and the circumstances of the king’s 
death (1: 1-16) were intended, also, as 
a warning to the nation. Note (1) the 
insult to God (1: 3, 6, 16); (2) that Eli- 
jah, unknown to the messengers (v. 6), 
is known to the king (v. 8); (3) that 
God’s messenger must be respected (vs. 
9-15); (4) the effect of all on the next 
king (3: 1-3; comp. 1 Kings 22: 51-53). 
This is the last public act of Elijah. 

Elijah Removed: (1) Decided upon 
ten years before (see 1 Kings 19: 16), 
(2) it came at God’s time (2:1), and 
(3) in a wonderful manner (2:11), for 
he was reserved for a future service 
(comp. Mal. 4:5, 6; Luke 1:17; Matt. 
17:11). Some Bible students think Eli- 
jah was one of the “two men” of Acts 
1:10 and will be one of the “two wit- 
nesses” of Revelation 11: 3. 

Elisha Installed : (1) Tested thrice for 
tenacity of purpose (2:2, 4, 6) and (2) 
once for concentration (v. 10), qualities 
Elijah’s successor must have, (3) refus- 
ing to be distracted from his attention 
to Elijah (vs. 3, 5), (4) knowing ex- 
actly what he wanted (v. 9),-(5) believ- 
ing he had received it (vs. 12, 13), and 
acting on his faith (v. 14); thus Elisha 
takes his God-given place at the head 
of the nation’s spiritual forces (v. 15). 











a4 * 


Unbelieving Prophets: The new 
leader first meets with unbelief in the 
supernatural (vs. 16-18). Since Samuel’s 
times, the schools of the prophets had had 
the spiritual leadership of the nation. If, 
in spite of revelation (vs. 3, 5) and the 
sign (vs. 14, 15), these doubt (v. 16) can 


he expect the people to believe? Com- 
pare John 3: 12, 
Self-Seeking People: Elisha next 


meets materialism, which is ever the foe 
of faith. Unaffected by the fulfilment 
of Joshua’s curse (comp. Josh. 6:26; 1 
Kings 16:34) and by Elijah’s transla- 
tion, “the men of the city” use the new 
leader for their own selfish purposes (vs. 
19-22). The-nation was alike at that time 
in Christ’s day (comp. John 6: 16, 
17). 

Irreverent Youth : The new leadér next 
encounters examples of the generation (vs. 
23, 24) upon which. God's terrible judg- 
ments would come (comp. 1 Kings 19: 
15-17; 2 Kings 8:11, 12). These —— 
or de- 


at Elijah’s translation (v. 23) 
——————EEEEeaye 











Mouthwash 


clean, refreshed mouth is alone worth 
the price of Absorbine, Jr. [‘< 


‘Then —as a gargle — you will ap- 
preciate its germ-destroying value as 


a guard ag. such infections as 
sore throat, 


Let it also help your en ae in 
keeping at a the germs hich seek 
lodging between . 

A ulating delight for the scalp, it also 
PRS ‘cae ee foye cms we 

Make room for diaebion, 5: Jr. = re 
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At all druggists’, $1.25, or postpaid 
Libera Tinal bottle, 10¢. postpaid 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United Statis and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. 

$1 50 Five or more copies, either to 
° separate addresses or in a 

package to one address, $1.50 each, per 





year. 

One copy, or any number of 
$2. 00 copies Aad than five, $2 each, 
per year. One copy, five years, $8. 


In r ition Ps the club organizer’s 
aid ene velantiion additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
so cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 
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manded a similar sign (Matt. 12:39; 2 
Kings 14:25). Among this generation, 
Jonah lived, but his sign was given to 
Nineveh. If parents are unbelieving, 
their children will be irreverent. 


Other Scripture 


The translation of Elijah suggests that 
of Enoch (Gen. 5:24; Heb. 11:5, 6; 
Jude 14, 15) and of believers at the end 
of the age (1 Thess. 4:13-18). See 
Matthew 17: 1-5; Mark 9: 2-7, and Luke 
9: 30, 3I. 


Reference Literature 


“Synthetic Bible Studies,” by James M. 
Gray, D.D. (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York, $2.25). 

——— Bible, Joshua-Chronicles,” 
by A. Gaebelein (“Our Hope” Publi- 
cation Once New York, $2). 
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For Intermediate Teachers 
By Elizabeth C. Torrey 


ESSON  Sett1nc.—Downfall and 
death of (1) Ahab; (2) Ahaziah. 
Lesson Story—Trust and triumph of 

(1) Elisha; (2) Elijah. 

To link’ with the last lesson, the his- 
torical situation must be recalled. After 
Elijah’s struggle at Mount Horeb, there 
is related the story of Ahab’s victory over 
Benhadad II of Syria, and his subse- 
quent league with him,—after which 
peace reigned for three years (1 Kings 
22:1). At the end of that time, Jehosh- 
aphat, who had succeeded Asa, king of 
Judah, called upon Ahab, king of Israel, 
to join in attack upon Syria, in or- 
der to regain a border city,.Ramoth (1 
Kings 22:3). This city had evidently 
been conceded by Syria, but never oc- 
cupied by the Hebrews. God was not 
in favor of this plan; and Ahab lost 
his life according %® georbecy (a ee 
22: 29-40; comp. 

After anab's death, hs son “Ay aziah 
sat on the throne: Little is recorded of 
his political acts except the attempt to 
join Jehoshaphat in a navy. A very puz- 
zling, challenging question will bring: out 
an important though- obscure fact: 
“What connection has 1 Kings 22:47 
with 1 Kings 22:48?” The answer is, 
of course, that “no king in Edom” made 
passage through that territery south of 
the Dead. Sea possible for Jehoshaphat, 
so that he could get’ to this port, Ezion- 
geber (Num. 33:35), on the- northern 
extremity of the east arm of the Red 
Sea, to build ships to sail for gold, — 
eastward. 

The personal incident next recorded of 
this same Ahaziah is very vivid. Ekron 
was one of the five cities of the Philis- 
tines. To acknowledge a god of this 
old-time enemy, still left in the heart of 
the country (lecate on» your blackboard 
map), was indeed an act of extreme un- 
godliness. Phenicia on the northern 
coast, — Philistia on- the southern coast; 
—why did God's 
iation with these heathen neighbors? 


The time has come now for the famil- 


iar figure of Elijah to fade from sight. 
He starts on his: last visit to. the schools 
of the prophets located at Gilgal, Bethel, 
and Jericho.- © Bethel: is -an- old historic 
center, made sacred by Abraham and Ja- 
cob. Jericho is the city first taken after 
entrance into Canaan. These cities passed, 
the Jordan is crossed (comp. Josh. 3: 16), 
and Elijah and Elisha stand very near 
another spot made sacred by the pass- 
ing of another man of God. “The law 
and the prophets,’ together once again in 
association, both to be with their Lord 
on -another sacred spot, the Mount of 
Transfiguration. 

The personal lessons are many and 
beautiful that cluster around this: story. 
The old teacher, the youthful: pupil, the 
leader, the follower — illustrations of two 
kinds of workers to-day.: one with no par- 
entage nor heritage of training. for lead- 
ership, yet well equipped for service ;-the 
other with a definite pattern to copy, and 
example to follow. ‘Two personalities 
also that are opposite in type: the bold, 
daring, unconventional Elijah breaking the 
path ; the quiet, calm, spiritual Elisha fol- 
lowing strong and steady in his steps. 
Somewhat similar in contrast are Amos 





and Hosea, and John the Baptist and 
Jesus. 

The lesson should close with a clear 
picture of discipleship, of call to God’s 
service, of commitment arid equipment 
for leadership. 


Dayton, Ou10. 
- 


4 
For Primary Teachers 
By Kate Tarlton 


Be MOUNT CARMEL Elijah proved 
that there was but one God. After 
his victory he grew discouraged and ran 
away. God cared for him, sent him back 


‘to his work, and told him that he had 


seven thousand true followers who had 
not bowed to Baal. Elijah had said he 
alone was left, and it was hard to stand 
alone. The Lord told him to anoint two 
kings and to anoint Elisha as prophet to 
take his place 

As Elijah went on his way he found 
Elisha plowing in the field. As he passed 
by he threw his mantle upon him. That 
showed Elisha that he was set apart for 
some sacred work. When Elisha saw 


that it was the old prophet Elijah he ran | 


after him and asked if he might return 
and kiss his fathes and mother good-bye. 
They had a feast, and “then he arose and 
went after Elijah, and. ministered unto 
him.” Give a beautiful description of 
the old preacher, God’s holy man, and the 
young Elisha, his pupil, who loved to be 
with him and learn of him. 

The Lord made known that he was 
going to call Elijah home to heaven. Eli- 
jah had schools for young preachers 
where: he taught them the Bible. He 
went on his last visit to these schools, 
Elisha with him. Note the three times 
he said to Elisha, “Tarry here,” in verses 
2, 4; and 6.. What was Elisha’s reply 

time? “TI. will not leave thee.’ Also 
Tate the questions asked Elisha~by the 
sons of the preachers. -He told them he 
knew all about it. 
the side of his beloved teacher. What 
happened at the Jordan river? Read to 
class verse 8, and call ‘to their remem- 
brance Joshua 3. Stress the miracle. 

Elijah asked Elisha what he might do 
for him before he was taken away. Have 
class read Elisha’s request in verse nine 
and. explain. 

Elisha knew that if he took the place of 
the mighty Elijah he must be led by 
the Spirit of the God of Elijah, so ~4 
asked a double:portion of the Holy Spirit. 
(This ‘should be the ‘desire of every boy 
and girl, for we cannot bear fruit for 
the Lord Jesus Christ swithout the guid- 
ance of the Holy Spirit.) 


to "eae and he should have a sign (v. 
10). 

Have the.class tell of the translation 
ef Elijah. Dwell on the glory and beauty 
of the scene as Elijah was swept into 
heaven. What impression was made upon 
Elisha as another world was revealed to 


people persist in afhil- him 


Telt what Elisha did with the mantle 
of Elijah: Then God set his seal upon 
the work of Elisha by his miracles (vs. 
14, 21). : 

As we read of the translation of. Eli- 
jah we think of the ascension of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. Contrast. Eli- 
jah was_ swept into heaven ‘by a whirl- 
wind. Christ ascended in quiet gentle- 
ness as the clouds received him (Acts 
1:9). Elijah was carried up by horses 
and chariot. a — not ‘carried, he 
wert. in his own Elijah had one 
to take up his w = ‘oa the- power of 
the Holy Spirit was upon his successor, 
Elisha. Christ completed’ -his redemp- 
tion- work on the cross. To his-many fol- 
lowers he gave the gift of the Holy Spirit 
and the promise of the Spirit to all them 
that obey him. -One of these days Jesus 
shall be revealed from heaven with his 
mighty angels, in flaming fire. Are you 
ready to meet him? (Read 2 Thess. 1: 7- 
9; John 5: 24.) 


Memory Verses ; 
Beginners: 2 Kings 2: 110. 
Primary : 2 Kings 2: 110. 
Junior: 2 Kings 2:11; 
Fort Wort; Tex. 


Acts 1:9, 10. 


OCTOBER 4, 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By H. McAllister Griffiths 





October 26. Why Is Law-Enforcement Vital 
to Our Nation? Isa..1 : 16-20. 

November 2. In His Steps. XI. What Jesus 
Said about Faith. Mark 11 : 20-26. (Con- 
secration meeting.) 

Bit oe 9. Stewardship: Our Abilities for 

hrist. Matt. 25 : 14-30. 

November 16. Stewardship: Our mo for 

Christ. Mal. 3:10; 2 Cor. 8: 





Sunday, October 19 
My Denomination : Its Organization 
and Aims (1 Cor. 12 : 1-13) 





Mon.—Organized as a body (1 Cor. 12: 
13-31). 

Tues.—Organized as a building (Eph. 2: 
18-22). 

Wed.—Church officers (1 Tim. 3 

Thurs.—Aim to build faith (Gal. 1 


21-13). ® 

: I-12). 

Fri.—To foster love (Col. 3 :'9-17). 

Sat.—To spread the Gospel (1 Thess. 1: 
I-10). 











He would not teave |, 





Elijah told | 
Elisha he had asked for a thing that man | 
could not give, only God. He told him 





Why is cur denominaticnal work subdi- 
vided? 


What beards exist in our denomination, 
and what is their work? 

What are the present aims of our denomi- 
nation, and how can we help?. 


AST Sunday the topic, it will be re- 

membered, was a discussion of the 
history and teachings of your own de- 
nomination, whatever it may be. This 
topic involves a further examination into 
the. structure of your own denomination. 
Most of: the material. you will have to 
get either through your pastor or through 
books on the subject, but a few general 
principles may be kept in mind. One of 


(Continued on the next page) 


ISCRIMINAT 
Christmas Music 


Do not attempt to prepare your program 
without ‘the information and inspiration 
to be found in our 


Christmas Budget, 


the greatest publication of its kind. 
Request a free copy today. 


THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 


Publishers for Discriminators 


08, Rass, Soteg nd Se eek, ee 


ao cmsmus PAGEANTS 


By Dorotuy LEHMAN SUMERAU 
** The Pilgrims’ Thanksgiving’’ (T) 
** Why They Gave Thanks’’ (T) 
** The Light That Ne’er Shall Fade’’ (C) 
** The Messiah Comes’’ (C) 

Returnable examination copies sent on request, 
or for $1.00 (cash with the order) we will send 
one copy each of the above, and our two new 
Christmas services for 1924, wi] _ Menace 
Message’’ and *‘A True Christm 

One set only at this price. Better order today. 


g ca, 
91 Seventh Ave., Box 420 New York, N. Y. 


Mr. Superintendent ! 


gnificat”’ for your Sunday School and our 
bad usical troubles are at an en The “New 
Idea,” found only in ‘‘ Magnificat,” the “Orders of 
Worship, ?? complete with music, the 21 departments, 
the orchestration (11 instruments), and the unequalled 
collection of Songs, aruee. and S$ 
provide a 
able copy and svete it. 
$45.00, according to binding. 


“He That Heareth” 


is the title of one of the Scripture Choruses in new book 
Hymns of the Living Gospel, No. 2, by Hall- 
Miles-Geibel-Ackley. More than 60 new songs besides 
Popular and Familiar Hymns. 128 pages. $15 the 
hundred. Send for returnable sample. 


BALL-MACK CO., 2ist and Arch, Philadelphia, Pa 
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sparkling 
white and clean 


Sani-F.usH removes all stains 
and incrustations from the toilet 
bowl—leaves it white and shin- 
ing. Sani-Flush also cleans the 
hidden, unhealthful trap without 
injury to plumbing connections 
—destroys all foul odors. ‘< 

Sani-Flush cleans the bowl 
more thoroughly than you can 
by any other means—and_ with 
scarcely any effort on your part. 
Simply sprinkle Sani-Flush into 
the bowl, follow directions on 
the can, and flush. Always keep 
a can handy in the bathroom. 


} Buy Sani-Flush at your grocery, 


! THE HYGIENIC PRODUCTS CO. 
Canton, Ohio 


> G| Cieans Closet Bwis Without Scouring 








Soroct Songs 


Ener is digeeent a 
menepining—Satiel ying. a 
Se aS 
soca at Beaoariae 


POPULAR SIZE —LOW PRICE 

$20 and $35 per 100 according to binding. Special 

discounts to Evangelists pte Dealers. 200,000 
first edition. Revivals, 


printed For Sunday Schools 
and General use. Gives a real uplift. Returnable 
copy on request. 

of our 


Send for Samples. Do you have copies 

‘ two great books “REVIVAL GEMS,” loc and “LIV- 
ING HYMNS,” 15c. Over.a Million sold in less than 
two years and still going BIG. Order from 


THE JUDSON PRESS 
1701-03 b Cifestmast Stn Philadelphia 


Ramese Oty, Ave. Boston, 16 Ashburton P! 
City, 1107 Hi’ Medoe St. Los Angeles, 313 W. Third St, 
Toronto, 223'Church St. 
Goamme, a Bat Sana Publisher, 2611 Park Ave., Chicago, Ml. 





You can be quickly cured, if you 


STAMMER 


Send 10 cents for see -pome best: 
Stuttering, 


- A Cause and Sure © Te tela tells how ot 
cured myself af N. 
_ 90 Bogue Bids. 1147 WN, Sil. St, 2, indianapolis. 
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ForTen der Faces 
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(Continued from the preceding page) 
these is, that the form of organization 
your church has is not accidental. It was 
adopted for either one of two reasons or 
both: because it was considered to be the 
Scriptural basis of organization, or be- 
cause it was considered to -be the best 
adapted to current needs. Some churches 
havewmodified older forms of government 
to fit their special needs. An example of 
this is the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
which has a system of Bishops which is 
at once like and different from the polity 
of the ancient Church, 

ye 

Generally speaking, there are three 

forms of church government among 
Protestants, distinguished from each other 
by the persons in whom authority is 
lodged. One form is the “episcopal.” 
There the authority is supposed to lie in 
the Bishops. At the other extreme is 
the “congregational” form. The unit in 
that is the local congregation, which is 
the source of authority. Midway between 
these two extremes lies the system gen- 
erally known as_ the “presbyterian,” in 
which the authority is vested in elders, 
chosen by the congregation. Most de- 
nominations will conform to one of these 
types, or else they will furnish-some sort 
of a combination. Investigate your own 
denomination to find out where the source 
of authority is. It will interest you. 

ye 


The general aim of every evangelical 
denomination is to preach the Gospel to 
the saving of men and women. But there 
must be marked out, from time to time, 
certain objectives which must be achieved 
in the doing of this, such as the opening 
of new fields of missionary endeavor, or 
strengthening some element of the work 
in the home fand. What is your denomi- 
nation planning of this nature? What 
ought it to plan? You ought to know 
these things.’ Changes come very rapidly, 
and it will not be long before your good 
counsel will be. urgently needed. 

Can you give a description. of the govern- 
ment of your church. which -would explain 
it to some one who was.a stranger to it? 

What is one definite aim which your de- 
nomination has set for the next ten years? 


BERKELEY, CAL, 





Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 








Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if 
questions are too personal for an answer 
in these columns, Mother Ruth will be 
glad to reply individually if possible, if 
return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: As a reader of The Sun- 
day School Times, I would like to tell you 
I have been benefited and enlightened very 
much by the “Girls’ Problems.” 

While I am past “girl age” I have many 
problems to solve, which I take to the Lord, 
but it is nice to have human opinion along 
some lines. What is vour opinion of an 
earnest Christian worker wearing a wedding 
ring when it is not for adorning the body? 
As we read in 1 Timothy 2:9, also in 1 Peter 
3:3 of wearing gold? 

Some denominations bar people from join- 
ing their chufch for this reason —LOVER OF 
LIGHT. 


Y DEAR LIGHT-LOVER: I would 

not want to. sit in judgment on 
any one for wearing any article of dress 
or jewelry. Personally, I consider a 
wedding ring a protection for any mar- 
ried woman. had never thought of 
it in connection with the putting on of 
gold. Much, I think, in all these things 
depends on where our thoughts are. Are 
they in God, being controlled by him and 
on his service? Or are they looking to 
our neighbors to see what they are do- 
ing and wearing? I believe if we are 
right in our hearts and thoughts, we shall 
be very apt to miss the apparel of the 
folks about us. We must get absorbed 
in him and so absorbed that we shall 


gold that encircles a finger. “Unto the 
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have little time to’ notice the amount of | 


tell of self-renunciation of dress, and 
they take much pride in doing without 
the dress and adornment that some sister 
may use, and her pride is a greater 
separation from Christ, to her, than if she 
put on the whole suit of foolishness that 
her sister wears. Let us get up on higher 
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ground and think higher thoughts, and 
take pleasure in the things that please 
our Lord, and keep that spirit of help- 
fulness to our neighbor that makes all 
they wear glow with a radiance that is 
shed from the light that is reflected from 
our own loving spirit! 






















Every 
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aviation. 


On the Beach 


a -———. 


season of the year is enjoyable at 5) 
these whey delightful hotels on the Boardwalk. Beas) 
the winter of December, 1923, January 
ebruary, 1924, they entertained an aver- 
age of 790 guests each day. hat age you take 
time off in Winter or Summ 
Autumn, you will always find 
recreation and rest at hospitable, home-like 
Chalfonte-Haddon Hall. 


Fall and Winter Outdoors 
Golf, riding.on the beach, Boardwalk activities, 


American Plan Only. Always Open. Iifus- 
trated folder and rates on request. 


LEEDS and LIPPINCOTT COMPANY 


In the very center of things 


HALFONTE> . 
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BRONZE IMCS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards,Collection Plates,etc. 


| Globe Furniture Company, 22Park Flace. 




















Individual Communion Cups 


Conv t. Noisel and Sanitary 
List of thousands of churches using our cups and FREE 
CATALOG with quotations sent upon request. 
COMM 


SANITARY UNION 00., 7D— 57th St., Rochester, N.Y. 


‘HURCH FE FURNITURE , / 


Wantae, Commpenion Wanaene 
THING. The finest furniture made. 

















pure all things are. pure” (Titus 1:15). 
There are some tolks- who delight to 





Direet 
from our factory to your free. 
Bros. 











WINSTON-INTERNATIONAL 


SUNDAY SCHOOL 
SCHOLARS BIBLES 


Contain specially propar pared. Helps to 
Bible Study ont’ s Attractive 


illustrations suitable for children. 
Send for Illustr. ated 
THE JOHN C. Winexon co., ishers 
3 


mertcan Bible 
250 Winston Building 








THE PERRY PICTURES 
Reproductions of the World’s 
Great Paintings. Size, 544x8. 
' TWO CENTS EACH 
for 25 or more. Send 50c for 
oe Che Subjects or 25 on Life 
Christ,or five 10x12 size re- 
ligious subjects. No two alike. 
utiful 64-page Catalogue 
for 15 cents incoin or stamps 


PL Perry Pictures Co. 
Mavpen, Mass. 


From the Rabbis to Christ 


By Henry L. HELLYER 
Director of the Christian Testimony to Jews 
The story of Mr. Hellyer’s soul struggle 
for light and peace 

1.—Living in the Talmud 

Il.—A Son of the Law 

Ill.—In the School of the Rabbis 

IV.—-Adrift 

V.—Groping in the Dark 

VL—Coming to the Light 
A thrilling and convincing life-story— 
one that should be greatly blessed in 
bringing many of the Lord’s chosen peo 
ple back to the Light. 60c, postpaid. 
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Choir Singers! 
Ministers ! 


Is Your Voice 
Worthy of 
the Message? 


|™ IS your solemn duty to cultivate your voice 
so that you can give praise to the Lord in 
fitting harmony and beauty. Whether you are 
singing the glorious old hymns or preaching the 

ord of God from your 
pulpit, a vigorous, ies 
rt beautiful voice is 
necessary to carry home 
your message. You 
should have a beautiful 
voice to do your best 
work—to take your 
proper place in your 

community. 

Professor Feuchtinger, A.M., internationally 
famous as a voice teacher, has discovered a secret 
of scientific voice culture—the development of 
the Hyo-Glossus muscle. If this muscle. in 
your throat is weak. and undeveloped, your 
voice will be weak and ——- your voice 
will be weak, harsh or shrill, and easily 
fatigued. The more you use your Voice, the 
more you will strain all parts of the vocal 


mechanism. 


A Great Improvement Assured 


Through Professor Feuchtinger’s methed you 
can improve your voice in volume and qualay. 
Your strong, clear tones will become a constant 
source of inspiration to your congregation. If 
your voice does not double in beauty and 
quality, in your own opinion, we will refund 
your money. See what the Rev. J. R. Prioleau 
says about it: 

Dear Professor Feuchtinger: 


My voice is getting stronger and stronger. I 
can bring out a full tone that stirs my audi- 
ence, On the fourth Sunday of the i peor! I 





was preaching to about four hundred 
and when I had finished, the pastor 3 
“Reverend Prioleau is here with a Great voice. 
He will be a Beecher ! He will be a ‘Talmadge! 
He will be a Spurgeon | And he is only thirty 
years of age. 
I can preach three times a day and feel like 
reaching four. .My singing voice is develop- 
ng fast. 1 speak more powerfully. People say 
the Lord is in ee zinia I speak. 
REVEREND j. R. PRIOLEAU, 
26 N. Nassau St., Charleston, S. C. 


“While in Illinois among old friends and ac- 
quaintances from whom I had been absent for 
nearly two years | was asked several times to 
preach. I did so and was showered with words 
of praise. lt was said that coming South had 
done me so much good. It was also said that 
1 was developing into a great preacher. I un- 
derstood, but they did not, that it was just a 
change of voice due to your method.”” 

Cc. G. WASON, Jackson, Mich. 


Develop Your Voice 
Your voice can be developed, too. Read 
Sabina Leipheimer’s letter. And start now to 
cultivate a Ceautiful voice, 


My Dear Instructor; 

I have great faith in your course for two rea- 
sons : First, because it has improved my voice 
and given me more confidence in myseif,which 
I lacked. Second, your advertisement came 
as a direct answer to prayer. Now | feel that 
1 am helping more in Lt choir work. 

SABINA LEIPHEIMER, Sharon, Pa. 


This Book 
Free To You 


Mail the coupon below 
and receive free Professor 
Feuchtinger’s valuable 
book ‘‘Enter Your World.”” 
Do not hesitate to ask. Pro- 
fessor Feuchtinger is anx- 
ious to send you his book. 
It tells you all about his 
wonderful method and the 
marvelous results obtained 
by those who have taken 
this training Don’t delay. 
Mail the COUPON at once. 

ee ee ee ee ee es 
PERFECT VOICE INSTITUTE 
1922 Sunnyside Ave., Studio 47-67, Chicage, Ill. 
Dear Mr. Feuchtinger: Will you please send me 

a copy of your new free book “*Enter Your 

World’? 1 understand that this is free and that 

there is no obligation on my part. I am interested in 
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For Family Worship :- 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 











Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee, 


October 13 to 19 
Mon.—Mark 4:1-9. Parable of the Sower. 


Only one-fourth of the seed brought 
forth good fruit. Wherein lay the diffi- 
culty? The sower was the same, and the 
seed the same. Ah, but the soil, it was 
that which was different! (“Different 
states of the human heart.”) And even 
then, only one-third of the “good ground” 
brought forth an hundredfold! 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for every 
sower of the seed (and this should in- 
clude EVERY Christian); for every Scrip- 
turally conducted evangelistic campaign; 
for all Bible houses and tract societws; 
for all pastors,’ and evangelists, and 
teachers of the Word. 


Tues.—Mark 4: 10-20. 
“Unto them in parables.” 


No matter how faithful the preacher, 
or how pure his message, “the ‘effect of 
the preaching of. the Word depends. upon 
the state of the hearer’s heart”. (David 
Brown). But. the apostles learned also 
the tremendous importance of~ watering 
by prayer (Acts 4: 31-33;.6: 4-7), a.les- 
son which we, too, need to learn. ’ 
PraYER SuccesTions: “Break up your 
fallow ground” (Hosea 10:12); was one 
of Charles G. .Finney’s favorite texts. 
Pray that hearts may. be broken, and 
prepared by grace, to receive the seed of 
the Word. Pray for the: great world- 
field. Pray for all missionaries. - 
Wed.—Galatians 6 : 7-10. Sowing and Reaping. 
The physical flesh will soon pass away; 
the man himself, never. “Every thought, 
word, deed, impulse, desire, motive, pur- 
pose sown in the mind is sown theré for 
all time, and will bring forth fruit. “after: 
its kind” From the hatter inevitable ,sé-' 
quence there is no escape, except by way: 
of the Cross, “and few there be that find 
it.” 7 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Ceylon and India General Mission (153 
Institute Place, Chicago); also for the 
Pilgrims Mission of India (Benares, 
U. P., India); likewise for every other 
mission laboring in that needy field. Pray 
for all mission boards. 
Thurs.—John 4 : 31-38. White unto Harvest. 
Just before preparing this paragraph, 
the writer was visited by a recent gradu-. 
ate of a well-known denominational uni- 
versity. The young man had been steeped’ 
in Modernism. e knew no other re- 
ligion. “No one ever talked to me like, 
this before,” he said to the writer with 
tears in his eyes. His heart was tender, 
“white unto harvest.” 


PraYER SucGcestions: Pray for the 
tens of thousands of students in our great 
colleges and tniversities, and in all pro- 
fessional and technical ‘schools, where un- 
fortunately the real Gospel of Christ is 
seldom preached. Pray that an old-time 
revival may sweep through-every insti- 
| tution of learning. 


Fri—Luke 16: 19-31. The Soul’s Harvest. 


Not all who receive “good things” in 
this life are “tormented” in the life. to 
come; nor are all» who receive “evil 
things” now, “comforted” hereafter. Fu- 
ture rewards depend on present uses and 
attitudes; and these latter depend upon 
our relation to Christ. “Neither service 
nor suffering counts with God unless (1) 


panied by -glorifying motives. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray that every 
Bible training school may be kept on a 
sound doctrinal basis, and may also en- 
courage warmth in personal experience 
and seal in evangelistic endeavor. Pray 
for all city, and district, and state -Fun- 
damentals Associations. 


Sat.—Luke 20:9-18. False Husbandmen. 


“That the inheritance may be ours.” 
Ah, that is the hireling spirit, the spirit 


| day.?,, Are there those who are betray- 


‘| Christian publishing houses, for all writers 


preceded w salvation, and (2) accom- | 


ing their stewardship. Take heed! 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 


azd authors, for all ‘editoria} staffs, for 
all ‘wioulders of _ public opinion. Pray 
earnestly, for God’s overruling and guid- 
ing providence in the great political cam- 
paign soon drawing towards its close 
throughout America, 

Sun.—Psalm 1. Fruit and Chaff. .. 

Note the contrast: Nothing born of 
righteousness is lost, whereas everything 
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born of ungodlimess is lost, and the un- 
godly man himself is “like the chaff 
which the wind driveth away.” The 
righteous, including fruit, leaves, and ac- 
tions, abide forever. The unrighteous 
perish forever. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
pastors secking appointment ‘and all 
churches secking pastors, that great 
wisdom be given from above. Pray for 
all official boards, all annual church 
meetings, all newly elected officials, 
Pray much to-day for your own. church. 








Read How R. A. Prentiss 


“If any one had tried to tell me a year ago 
that to-day 1 would be my own’ boss, own a 
tlourishing business, drive my own automo- 
bile—and that I could make $945 in. a single 
month —I1 would have laughed at'them. Yet: 
all.of. these things have come-to-me.in a-brief 
span of fifteen months. 


A Wage Earner For . 
Fifteen Years 


‘*My name is R. A. Prentiss. I live in a.small 
New England town, where I was-reared. - My 
first job was: that of a ticket taker. Next I 


‘| became a conductor. Then I got‘a job ma 


retail shoe store. - After several years of work- 
ing for ‘some one else, I decided -to. work. for 
myself, and opened a small shoe-store. But 
high rents, keen competition, heavy overhead, 
soon ate up my meager. capital, and 4-failed.: 
I-went back into a factory,-back to long hours 
and a small weekly pay envelope. After. fif- 
teen years of hard work I was discouraged 
and without a future. 


I Answered An 
Unusual Advertisement 


“One night my uncle handed me an adver- 
tisement he had cut from a magazine. It 
stated that / could own a business of my own 
without investing a penny, be my own boss — 
and that, without any experience or training, 
I could make from $10Q to $200 a week. It 
toid of other men, just like me, who were 
making that much and more. * I couldn't be- 
lieve that it was possible for mé to make $100 
a week, but the advertiser offered to prove 
his statements... I was desperate, so I mailed 
the coupon for the facts... And that simple step 
changed. my whole life. 


Then Success — 
$945 in One Month 


‘*In a few days the information came. The. 
proposition looked good. I decided to give’ 
it a trial in my spare time. The first month 
I made $254. Another month I cleared $262. 
I knew I had the proposition I had wanted 
all my life. I quit my job and devoted all of 
my time to this work. My income grew bigger 
and bigger, until one month I made $945. 


Easy Work — Big Profits 


**I am the local representative for the Comer 
Manufacturing Company, one of the largest 














of false husbandry, the spirit of covet- 
ousness! Is there any of it abroad to- 


manufatturers of high-grade top-coats and 
raincoats in the country. ‘The coats are won- 





I Made $945 in One Month 


: “ nF YOU Aren’t Satisfied with your Present Eariings 


Made $945 in One Month 


derful values.. They are made from the finest 
fabrics and are tailored into up-to-the-minute 
styles.. ‘They* are cold-proof and wind-proof 
as well.aS water-proof. And because they are 
suct @ig values people order them on sight. 


J just take-orders... I don’t have to collect or 


deliver,—-the company does that. I get my 
profits the minute I take an order. And for 
doing this easy, pleasant work I have made as 
much as $945 in a month. 


- My Future Was 
Never So Bright 


‘Just recently the Comer Manufacturing Com- 
pany gave me a Buick Touring Car as a bonus 
in addition to my large: earnings. I’m my 
own boss now. I own my own business, I 
don't have to worry about money, because 
every minute of my time puts money in my 
pocket. .1'm fixed for life. And everything I 
shave I owe-to the time when I answered that 
advertisement. If I hadn't done that 1 would 
still be a dissatisfied wage earner.’’ 


You Have The 
Same Chance 


If you would like to have a business of your 
own, without investing a penny ; if you would 
like to have a chance to make a_ week, 
and get-an automobile free just as Mr. Prentiss 
did— then mail the coupon. \] will send you 
full particulars of the -propo%ition that has 
enabled R. A. Prentiss to become.a successful 
business man, with an income that makes him 
financially independent. Mail the coupon at 
once, and I will send this information, withou 

cost or obligation. ' 


C. E. COMER, The Comer Mfg. Co. 
Dept. W-623, Dayton, ‘Ohio 


LER RBBB SSS SS ee eee eee 


MAIL THIS NOW! 


THE COMER MANUFACTURING CO. 
Dept. W-623, Dayton, Ohio 
Gentlemen®: Please send me full particulars 
of the proposition that has enabled R. A. Pren- 
tiss to make $4 in a single month and get a 
Touring Car. Bis does not obligate me in any 
way. 
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